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Trampling on
the Graves of
Our Ances-
tors: Trump’s
Juneteenth
“MAGA” Rally
in Tulsa

By Ron Daniels

¢ ¢Their Blood Cries Out:”

The Tulsa Massacre and
the Destruction of Black Wall
Street was the moving theme
of a Virtual National Forum
on May 31 sponsored by
the National African Amer-
ican Reparations Commis-
sion (NAARC), the Amer-
ican Civil Liberties Union
(ACLU), Human Rights
Watch (HRW) and a dedicat-
ed group of local Sponsors
which included the African
Ancestral Society, Terrence
Crutcher Foundation, the
Historic Vernon AME Church
and Tulsa Community Re-
membrance Coalition. The
Forum was convened on the
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99th Anniversary of the most
horrific massacre of African
Americans and destruction of
Black property in the history
of this nation. The goal was
to remind America and the
world that reparations have
never been awarded to the
descendants of this unspeak-
able crime against humanity;
a terrorist act intentionally
and brutally executed by a
crazed white mob infected
with the virus of racism and
white supremacy. Hence, the
haunting words “Their Blood
Cries Out,” was a libation
remembering our ancestors
whose blood consecrates the
soil of Greenwood (Black
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Wall Street) as sacred ground.

It is against this backdrop
that there were instant ex-
pressions of collective out-
rage by African Americans
and people of goodwill of
all races, ethnicities, nation-
alities and faiths as the word
reverberated across the nation
that Donald J. Trump would
hold his first Make Amer-
ica Great Again (MAGA)
re-election campaign rally in

Tulsa on Juneteenth—the Af-
rican American holiday com-
memorating the end of slav-
ery in the U.S. Since I began
to pen this article, under im-
mense pressure, the Orange
man changed the date for the
MAGA rally to June 20. But
it does not matter. As Eddie
Glaude, the brilliant MSN-
BC Contributor put it, there
is no way of escaping the
fact that Trump intentionally
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chose Tulsa for his first car-
nival-style rally to feed and
capitalize off the “white re-
sentment” which fuels much
of his “base.”

The change of date does not
change the character of the
demented person Spike Lee
has named “Agent Orange,”
nor does it change the insid-
ious intent of this MAGA
charade. Donald J. Trump has
elected to stage a political




rally on the ground soaked
with the blood of Black bod-
ies, sacred ground, to pro-
claim by this act that Black
Lives Do Not Matter. Their
Blood Cries out.

This is chillingly remi-
niscent of Ronald Reagan’s
calculated decision to launch
his 1980 presidential cam-
paign in Philadelphia, Mis-
sissippi near the site where
the martyred civil rights ac-
tivists Schwerner, Goodman
and Cheney were buried.
The “great communicator”
invoked reactionary phras-
es like “black racism” and
“reverse discrimination” to
feed and capitalize on white
resentment. Ronald Reagan
traveled to sacred ground
in Mississippi to communi-
cate to southern segregation-
ists that they would have a
sympathetic resident in the
White House. He was willing
to trample on the graves of
martyrs to effectuate his an-
ti-Black “southern strategy.”

And, so it is with the Or-

ange man, who declared that
there were well-meaning
people on “both sides” of the
riot carried out by a racist,
anti-Semitic, neo-fascist mob
in Charlottesville; the found-
er of the birther movement;
shameless defamer of the
Central Park Five; relentless
purveyor of racist anti-immi-
grant sentiments; a would-be
strong-man who bristles at
the suggestion that the names
of military bases named after
confederate traitors should
be renamed; a depraved per-
son who blatantly denies that
police departments and the
criminal justice system are
infected by racism and white
supremacy; this is the bragga-
docious, mentally diminutive
person who will mount the
podium during the Juneteenth
holiday season in Tulsa, 99
years after the slaughter of
more than 300 Black people
and the destruction of Black
Wall Street by a resentful,
hate-filled White mob.

Like Ronald Reagan, Don-
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ald Trump will desecrate sa-
cred ground to shamelessly
promote his hollow but dan-
gerous political ambitions.
A change of the date will
not change this fact. Afri-
can Americans and people
of conscience are right to be
outraged by this perfidious
act. But this outrage must be
harnessed to intensify the lo-
cal and national struggle for
reparations for the descen-
dants of the Tulsa massacre
whose Blood Cries Out for
Justice. We must never for-
get Trump’s, unconscionable
trampling on the graves of
our ancestors. Their blood
and suffering must be vindi-
cated by the victories of the
mass movement in the streets
demanding fundamental
structural changes to Ameri-
ca’s racialized Capitalist sys-
tem. Trumpism and all that it
represents must not prevail.
Therefore, the mass move-
ment in the streets must also
march on ballot boxes in No-
vember to defeat the Orange
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man and all of the political
cowards and opportunists
who were complicit in his as-
cension to power. The Blood
of our ancestors Cries Out.
A new social order rooted in
reparative justice and a new
democratic economy must be
born. VA

The Publication of Origin is
IBW21.org.

Dr. Ron Daniels is President of
the Institute of the Black World
21st Century and Distinguished
Lecturer Emeritus, York College
City University of New York. His
articles and essays appear on
the IBW website www.ibw21.org
and www.northstarnews.com.
His weekly radio show, “Van-
tage Point,” can be heard Mon-
days 3:00-5:00 PM on WBAI,
99.5 FM, Pacifica in New York,

streaming live via WBAI.org.
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Let Us Name
the System:
“Racial Capi-
talism”
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By Jeff Cohen

f you’ve been watching

mainstream TV news pro-
grams lately, you’ve proba-
bly noticed that a number of
corporate journalists—prod-
ded by the marvelous protests
against police violence—
seem to have learned a new

phrase, which they invoke
regularly: “systemic racism.”

That’s an improvement
from a dozen years ago, when
some in establishment media
were hailing our society as
“post-racial” because of the
election of President Obama.

While anti-racist activists
have been explaining for de-
cades that the problem of
racism goes beyond the big-
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oted attitudes of individual
elected officials (like Rep.
Steve King) or law enforce-
ment chiefs (like Sheriff Joe
Arpaio) or Fox News hosts
(take your pick), mainstream
TV news has always pre-
ferred to focus on individual
racists rather than address the
systemic racism embedded in
housing, policing, schooling,
employment and healthcare
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policies—institutionalized
racism going back to the
foundations of our country.

So it’s oddly disconcert-
ing nowadays to hear regular
mentions of the phrase “sys-
temic racism” from main-
stream journalists who ada-
mantly refuse to criticize (or
even name) the system that
U.S. racism is entrenched in.
That system is “CAPITAL-
ISM.”

Or as historian Khalil Gi-
bran Muhammad calls it: “ra-
cial capitalism.”

The sad and deadly history
began with the savage ex-
ploitation of African people
as slaves. What history books
euphemistically refer to as
“Southern plantations” were
really “slave labor camps”
benefitting financial elites
from New England to old En-
gland. After “emancipation”
came the capitalist exploita-
tion of African American
workers in the worst and dirt-
iest jobs—not just as share-
croppers.

In the 1930s, when labor
and socialist activism forced
some concessions from U.S.
capitalism, the two groups
of workers excluded from

the landmark National Labor
Relations Act of 1935 were
farmworkers and domestic
workers. The exclusions sub-
jected millions of Black and
Latinx workers to super-ex-
ploitation and mistreatment.
(Although agricultural work-
ers today from California to
Florida are largely Latinx,
farmworkers in Florida were
heavily African American
when Edward R. Murrow
produced his acclaimed Har-
vest of Shame documentary in
1960.)

At every stage in U.S. his-
tory—beginning with the
brutal dispossession of Na-
tive Americans and continu-
ing through modern methods
of injustice from redlining to
mass incarceration and pri-
vate prisons—U.S. racism
has been inextricably embed-
ded in the system of profiteer-
ing.

So it’s fascinating to see
pundits on CNN, MSNBC
and other networks now dis-
cussing ‘“‘systemic racism”

after they’d spent months
during the Democratic presi-
dential primaries in panicked
overdrive propping up “the
system.” Reforms aimed at

reducing the wealth/poverty
extremes of neoliberal capi-
talism—whether proposed by
Bernie Sanders or Elizabeth
Warren—were  relentlessly
dismissed as unrealistic, un-
affordable, extreme. These
were “shoot-the-moon poli-
cy ideas” (Washington Post)
threatening to push Demo-
crats “over a liberal cliff”
(New York Times).

*  Medicare for All? “Too
expensive.” Except it
isn’t. For months, main-
stream media pundits
vehemently defended
a system that ties one’s
(private) health insur-
ance to one’s job...and
then COVID-19 threw
tens of millions out of
those jobs.

* Green New Deal, pro-
viding millions of high-
wage jobs while trans-
forming our economy?
Unaffordable.

e A wealth tax on ul-
tra-millionaires to pro-
vide universal childcare
and better schools—or
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a Wall Street transac-
tion tax to provide free
public college? Un-
workable.

Corporate liberal news out-
lets were aggressive in polic-
ing the Democratic primaries
for structural reforms that
went “too far” in addressing
systemic racism and classism.

Despite the media naysay-
ing, the good news is that
progressive reforms remain
popular with the public.

The bad news is that too
many people still rely on me-
dia outlets entrenched in the
corporate system for news on
“systemic” racism. VA

Jeff Cohen is co-founder of the
activism group RootsAction.
org and founder of the media
watch group FAIR. Forty years

ago, he co-chaired the Cam-
paign for a Citizens’ Police Re-
view Board in Los Angeles.

Policing Is Ir-
relevant for
Public Safety

By Justin Podur

ecent protests, catalyzed

by the murder of George
Floyd in Minneapolis, call for
an end to racist police vio-
lence. With their actions, the
protesters have also moved
beyond many of the stale
policing debates of the re-
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cent past. Defund, disband,
abolish—people who would
never have even heard these
words in discussions about
the police are now seriously
considering them.

The breakthroughs in the
police debate would not have
been possible without the pro-
testers, who have remained
steadfast despite being beaten
and abused by police every-
where in the United States.
But this is not about making
a breakthrough in the debate.
This is about life and death.
To stop police from killing
people, 1,000 a year, year af-
ter year, changes will have to
be made to the system. The
protesters will be vindicated
only if the changes made are
the right ones.

Reform programs will only
be successful if they start
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from the premise that the po-
licing institution has lost its
social legitimacy, which it
never deserved. Reforms that
assume police legitimacy—
whether they involve more
body cameras, better over-
sight, a more diverse force,
or more prosecution of killers
among the police—do not do
the job.

Once the police are viewed
as an illegitimate institu-
tion, we are well on our way.
As Mariame Kaba argues in
the New York Times, we could
do worse than to make a 50
percent cut to police budgets
and let the logic of austerity
get the job done, as it has with
the rest of the public sector.
But 50 percent can be bar-
gained down to 10 percent,
and 10 percent to 2 percent,
as long as police and their ad-
vocates can continue to link
public safety with policing.
The backlash against abol-
ishing police as “politically
unrealistic” in light of public
safety has begun at the local
level where the issue is being
debated.

The goal has to be to abolish
the class of people who have
the legal right to end lives
(and to lie to you while you
must tell the truth).

Do police currently have
the right to kill? Absolutely.
Using conservative estimates
and public data, writer Lee
Camp calculated that police
killed an average of 900 peo-

ple per year—in other words,
at least 12,600 people from
2005 to 2019. In this period,
Camp writes, a total of three
police officers were convicted
of murder and had those con-
victions stand up to appeal.
That is less than one-tenth of
one percent, but it rounds off
cleanly to zero.

The license to kill, above
all, must be taken away from
police. It survives because of
a mystique—helped by ubig-
uitous cop shows, books, and
movies—which is based on
three notions: the idea that
they are courageous because
their job is dangerous, the
idea that they keep society
safe, and the fact that you can
call them in an emergency.

Courage? Yes, policing
is the 16th most dangerous
job in America, behind log-
ging workers, fishing work-
ers, pilots, roofers, refuse
collectors, truck drivers,
farmers, steelworkers, con-
struction workers, landscap-

ers, power-line workers,
grounds maintenance work-
ers, agricultural workers,

construction trade helpers,
and the first-line supervisors
of mechanics, installers, and
repairers. But no worker in
any of the top 15 most dan-
gerous jobs has the option of
killing when they subjective-
ly feel unsafe—police do.
Safety? Police have no
special function keeping so-
ciety safe. In Alex Vitale’s
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book The End of Policing,
he cites criminologist David
Bayley’s earlier book Police
for the Future, in which Bay-
ley calls this one of the “best
kept secrets of modern life.
Experts know it, the police
know it, but the public does
not know it.” We have known
for 50 years that police don’t
help public safety. French an-
thropologist Didier Fassin,
in his 2013 book Enforcing
Order, cites the Kansas City
experiment of the 1970s:
“This unprecedented study,
unique at the time, compared
three zones of the city: in the
first, ‘reactive,” crews limited
their activity to responding
to residents’ calls; in the sec-
ond, ‘proactive,’ they at least
doubled the time they spent
on patrol; in the third, serv-
ing as a ‘control’ zone, they
continued their previous mix-
ture of activity. The results
of a full year of operations
and measurement appeared
identical:  neither attacks
on persons, whether assault
and battery, sexual assaults
or muggings, nor attacks on
property, whether burglary
or damage to vehicles, varied
significantly as a result of the
different systems implement-
ed; similarly, the experience
of crime and the feeling of
insecurity as reported by res-
idents and business owners
showed no variation between
the zones, nor did the level of
satisfaction with the police;
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and it turned out that in all
three cases, 60 percent of the
officers’ time was spent on
activities not directly related
to law enforcement, including
a quarter bearing no relation
at all to police work... Ulti-
mately, it was evident that the
patrols used preventatively
had no effect on crime, either
in terms of offenses recorded
by law enforcement or from
the point of view of residents’
perception of risk.”

The results were ignored:
police kept patrolling for the
next five decades. Fassin,

who hung out with Paris po-
lice as part of his study, made
his own calculations of how
they spent their time: “In my
experience, time spent in re-
sponse to calls often amount-

ed to approximately 10 per-
cent of the shift time; it was
rare that it rose to 20 percent
(5 calls per team per night
shift was a maximum that
was rarely reached), with the
rest of the time being devoted
to random patrols, and to the
administrative recording of
actions taken.”

Think Paris is anoma-
lous? Think again: “A num-
ber of studies conducted in
the United States reveal that
officers on patrol spend be-
tween 30 and 40 percent of
their time responding to calls
(on average 5 calls per team
per hour in cities), only 7-10
percent of which are related
in some way to offenses or
crimes, and between 40 and

50 percent of their working
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police spent 76 minutes out of

day on random patrol and
paperwork, with the rest of
the time devoted to various
tasks.”

Here’s how Fassin de-
scribes the daily work of the
police he observed: “Cruis-
ing around quiet streets and
peaceful neighborhoods, the
police wait for occasional
calls that almost always turn
out to be pointless, either be-
cause they relate to mistakes
or hoaxes, or because the
teams arrive too late or bun-
gle the case due to their clum-
siness, or because there is no
cause for any official ques-
tioning or arrest.”

Fassin cites a criminologist
from Ontario, Richard Eric-
son, who in 1982 found that
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an 8-hour shift responding to
calls, arguing that “the pres-
ence of police officers has be-
come an end in itself.”

So, police have the 16th
most dangerous job, and they
are irrelevant for public safe-
ty—but society needs some-
one to call in an emergency.
This role can be filled by
trained civilian workers who
will have to learn to solve
daily social problems without
a license to kill, which could
be the direction Minneapolis
goes given city councilors’
vow to disband the police in
their city. Last year Cana-
da’s Globe and Mail reported
about a police force in Yukon
that carried no weapons and
could lay no charges. Some
cities have child protection
workers that operate to pro-
tect children with greater or
lesser degrees of intrusive-
ness. Social workers can be
trained to intervene in do-
mestic disputes and in active
mental health crises in the
field. They can be deployed
in teams that ensure one an-
other’s safety, like in other
professions. There are de-
tailed proposals for taking re-
sponsibility for safety into the
hands of the community:

« Olafemi O. Taiwo de-

scribes one in Dissent
Magazine;

e Zach Norris reframes
the issue in his new
book We Keep Us Safe;

* and Ejeris Dixon and
Leah Lakshmi Piepz-
na-Samarasinha de-
scribe community ap-
proaches to safety in
their edited volume Be-
yvond Survival: Strate-
gies and Stories from
the Transformative Jus-
tice Movement.

There should be some cul-
tural reforms too. Boots Ri-
ley suggests removing police
and military consultants, who
act like state censors, from
movie and TV production.
The #MeToo movement led
to the creation of an intima-
cy coordinator role in film
production, to ensure that sex
scenes could be filmed with-
out sexist exploitation. Stu-
dios could be responsive to
this movement by drastical-
ly reducing their cop show
production while removing
censors for the shows that re-
mained. This would go some
way to reduce police mys-
tique and police worship.

Police advocates may ar-
gue there might be some fi-
nancial losses from abolition.
Some police forces “eat what
they kill” through civil asset
forfeitures, fines, and tick-
ets, keeping taxes low while
making poor people’s lives
miserable. Overall, however,
money will be saved.

Initially, much of the mon-
ey saved by defunding police
would have to go to easing
the transition of the people
currently in police roles into
other jobs. Pensions are a
mechanism for taking police
off the line for whatever rea-
son, which police organiza-
tions use generously indeed.
But pensioning every police
officer indefinitely, while it
would save lives, would not
make any resources available
for public safety. Instead,
governments can provide re-
tirement and retraining pack-
ages (the courageous police
might look at retraining for
one of the 15 more danger-
ous jobs) for them, as they do
with other workers who are
laid off.

For the duration of cur-
rent union contracts, police
could be paid to prepare for
other jobs or simply to stay
home—expensive in the
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short term, but it would save
thousands of lives. After that
initial period, the hundreds
of billions of dollars that are
spent on policing could be re-
directed to create and expand
public services. The possibil-
ities would be limited only
by the number of billions that
could be moved from police.
Social workers, certainly, are
a strong candidate to redirect
funds toward, as well as free
transit and other free basic
services (especially health
care in the United States).
Criminological data has
told us for decades that po-
lice are irrelevant for public
safety. Other data tells us a
lot about what does influ-
ence safety. British research-
ers Richard Wilkinson and
Kate Pickett in their classic
2009 book The Spirit Lev-
el show that a large number
of social problems, including
violence, correlate strongly
with inequality. Their work
also shows different options
for achieving equality: high
wages by private employers
(as in Japan) or high taxes and
redistribution (as in Northern
Europe). In the United States,
every option for increased
equality has been blocked by
the wealthy who have—as
Martin Gilens and Benjamin
Page make clear in their im-
portant 2014 study—captured
politics. A real Green New
Deal would do more for pub-
lic safety than any conceiv-

able police reform short of
abolition. VA

This article was produced by
Globetrotter, a project of the In-
dependent Media Institute.

Justin Podur is a Toronto-based
writer and a writing fellow
at Globetrotter, a project of the
Independent Media Institute.
You can find him on his website
at podur.org and on Twitter @
justinpodur. He teaches at York
University in the Faculty of Envi-
ronmental Studies. He is the au-
thor of the novel Siegebreakers.

COVID-19 and
the Military

By H Patricia Hynes

n May 18, the Depart-

ment of Veterans Affairs
(VA) launched a Salvation
Army-like charity drive ask-
ing the public for donations
of money, food and mobile
phones to help an estimated
40,000 homeless veterans
during the pandemic. More
than one-half of all homeless
veterans are African Ameri-
can and Hispanic, while they
account for only 15 percent of
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U.S. veterans, another pun-
ishing consequence of per-
vasive racism.

How is it that a country
that spends nearly $1 trillion
each year on the military, na-
tional security, cybersecurity
and weapons manufacture,
a country that touts itself as
the military superpower of
the world, with soldiers and
weapons on every continent
except Antarctica, needs
charity for its veterans?

The final end for World
War 1II veterans at the
Holyoke Soldiers Home in
Massachusetts tragically
mirrored their wartime ex-
periences. Feted when first
built in 1952, the Soldiers
Home has suffered serious
shortages of protective gear
during COVID-19 and has
been chronically underfund-
ed and understaffed, such
that the administrator com-
bined wards of uninfected
and infected men. Of the 210
veterans living there, 89 had
died by late May—among
the highest death tolls of
any end-of-life facility in the
country.

In late March, Captain
Brett Crozier sent an email
up his chain of command re-
garding the hazardous con-
ditions for the 4,800-crew
members aboard the tight-
ly quartered aircraft carrier
USS Theodore Roosevelt, on
which cases of coronavirus
were growing. ‘“We are not
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at war. Sailors do not need
to die,” he wrote. “If we do
not act now, we are failing
to properly take care of our
most trusted asset—our Sail-
ors.” When his message was
leaked to the San Francisco
Chronicle, the captain was re-
moved from his post. “We all
have one mission and that’s to
defend the nation,” said then
Secretary of the Navy Thom-
as Modley who removed Cro-
zier, suggesting the sailors at
risk were dispensable. As of
June 10, 1,200 of the 4,800
crew members aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Theodore
Roosevelt had contracted the
coronavirus.

If soldiers and veterans are
so disposable, what does mat-
ter to the deepest pocket of
our tax dollars, the Depart-

ment of Defense?

Since the inception of the
pandemic, the Washington
consensus assured that ma-
jor weaponsmakers, such as
Lockheed Martin and Ray-
theon would receive payment
in advance of work. The chief
pandemic profiteer Lockheed
Martin received an estimated
$450 million to keep its sup-
ply chain for weapons funded.
So generous is the advance
funding that the company is
advertising thousands of new
jobs. This while millions of
unemployed waited desper-
ately for their belated $1,200
aid and relief payment from
the federal government.

Elsewhere, tucked away
in the House Heroes Act is
a provision to reimburse de-
fense contractors, not only for
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unemployed workers but also
for executives’ salaries and
business costs of marketing
and sales.

Why the preference for the
industry of war and death,
over its vets and soldiers? For
one, the Pentagon is driven to
remain the macho military su-
perpower of the world, given
China’s economic prowess.
Marshall Billingslea, the U.S.
arms control negotiator, has
sets his sights on spending
Russia and China “into obliv-
ion” in an arms race. Secre-
tary of Defense Mark Esper
worries that the $3 trillion
infusion into the economy
for, among others, the now 16
percent unemployed, those
who can’t pay for rent or food
or medications, “may throw
us off course of increasing the
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DOD budget 3 to 5%.”

Every “good” in our federal
discretionary  budget—edu-
cation, housing, health, re-
newable energy, diplomacy,
and more—is cut in Trump’s
proposed 2021 budget, while
weapons of mass destruction,
fossil fuels, anti-immigration
staffing and resources are in-
creased. Worse, the DOD has
insulated the weapons manu-
facturers from the economic
crash of COVID-19 in order
to assure our military domi-
nance in the world.

With a new administration,
we have a chance to cut the
defense budget. However, as
one analyst writes “even the
most liberal legislators are
likely to rush to the defense
of plants [and jobs] in their
own district.” But, an aggres-
sive Green New Deal here,
like Germany’s economic
recovery plan, could replace
lost defense jobs with solar
and wind technology jobs.

We need to redefine our
militarized national securi-
ty embodied in weapons and
global top cop mentality as
urgently as cities and states
need to rethink community
security embodied in milita-
rized police. We need to re-
place the ‘“necessary” arms
industry with a more neces-
sary Green New Deal that can
revive our economy, slow the
climate crisis upon us, and
forge a path to peace in our
world. VA

Pat Hynes, retired Professor of
Environmental Health, directs
the Traprock Center for Peace
and Justice. https://traprock.org

Trading One
Uniform for
Another

By Suzanne Gordon
& Steve Early

Calls for de-militarization
of law enforcement have
gained new momentum in the
wake of nationwide protests
against police brutality. That
process won’t be easy in a
nation where nearly one-fifth
of all cops are military veter-
ans—including Derek Chau-
vin, George Floyd’s killer in
Minneapolis and Robert Mc-
Cabe, 1 of 2 officers charged
with felony assault for knock-
ing down a 75-year-old pro-
tester in Buffalo.

When loaded down with
cast-off Pentagon gear, police
officers from any background
are more likely to regard
peaceful protestors as ene-
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my combatants, particularly
when the Pentagon’s own top
official refers to their protest
scenes as “battle space.” But
studies show that employ-
ing people with experience
in war zones abroad has not
been a boon to “community
policing” either. Getting po-
lice departments to stop act-
ing like an occupying army
will require many fundamen-
tal changes, including much
closer screening of job appli-
cants who are veterans and
ending their preferential hir-
ing treatment.

Policing is currently the
third most common occu-
pation for men and women
who have served in the mil-
itary. It is an option widely
encouraged by career coun-
sellors and veterans’ orga-
nizations like the American
Legion. As a result, several
hundred thousand veterans
are now wearing a badge of
some sort. Although veterans
comprise just 6 percent of the
U.S. population, they repre-
sent 19 percent of all law en-
forcement personnel.

This disproportionate rep-
resentation is due, in part, to
preferential hiring require-
ments, mandated by state or
federal law. In addition, under
the Obama Administration,
the Department of Justice
provided local police depart-
ments with tens of millions of
dollars to fund veterans-only
positions.
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As noted [EF1] by the Mar-
shall Project, in its 2017 re-
port, “When Warriors Put On
the Badge,” this combination
of hiring preferences and
special funding has made it
harder to “build police forc-
es that resemble and under-
stand diverse communities.”
The beneficiaries have been
disproportionately white, be-
cause 60 percent of all enlist-
ed men and women are not
people of color.

Justice Department offi-
cials, particularly under Pres-
ident Trump, have shown
little interest in tracking the
later job performance of re-
cently hired veterans or how
their military background
might affect their behav-
ior vis-a-vis the public. As
former DOJ official Ronald
Davis told Marshall Project
researchers: “I reject the no-
tion that a returning veteran,
who has seen combat, should
cause concern for a police
chief. I would even hire more
if I could.”

However, a 2009 report by
the International Association
of Chiefs of Police raised
multiple concerns about “the
integration of military per-
sonnel” into law enforce-
ment after their service in
post 9/11 conflicts. Accord-
ing to this study, “veterans
returning from the Vietnam
War could easily distinguish
their combat environment—
mostly jungle, farm, or open

terrain—from their urban or
suburban policing environ-
ment. In the case of returning
combat veterans from Iraq
or Afghanistan, their combat
environment and their polic-
ing environments may appear
surprisingly similar.” The re-
port warned that past-deploy-
ments “may cause returning
officers to mistakenly blur
the lines between military
combat situations and civilian
crime situations, resulting in
inappropriate decisions and
actions, particularly in the use
of less lethal or lethal force.”

o-sponsored by  the

DOJ’s Bureau of Justice
Assistance, the Police Chiefs’
report also noted that com-
bat veterans who suffer from
post-traumatic stress disor-
der and related “depression,
anger, withdrawal, and fam-
ily issues” may have greater
propensity for “inappropriate
use of force.” Some chiefs
felt that veterans under their
command came back “ill pre-
pared for the civilian world”
because their PTSD left them
with “exaggerated survival
instincts.” Nearly a third be-
lieved that veterans on their
force often had “psycholog-
ical issues” of some sort, 14
percent had received more
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citizen complaints about offi-
cers who were veterans than
they did about non-veterans,
and 10 percent reported in-
stances of ‘“excessive vio-
lence” involving former mil-
itary personnel.

Veterans, of course, got
high marks for their physical
fitness, weapons-handling ex-
perience, habituation to disci-
pline, and leadership quali-
ties. Yet the report notes that
some had trouble “readjust-
ing to receiving rather than
giving orders, trusting others,
and changing the rules of en-
gagement.”

A study by researchers at the
University of Texas School of
Public Health, which focused
on the Dallas Police Depart-
ment, found that officers with
military experience used their
guns while on duty more than
non-veterans. During a 10-
year period, nearly a third of
all 516 Dallas cops involved
in a shooting incident were
veterans. Those who had
been deployed overseas were
nearly three times as likely to
have fired their weapon; those
who had not been deployed
were still twice as likely to
be involved in a shooting.
The study concluded that
some veterans employed by
the Dallas police department
lacked  “critical  thinking
skills” when confronted with
“high stress scenarios.”

Similar findings were re-
ported by the Marshall Proj-
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ect after it studied use-of-
force complaints and fatal
police shootings in several
other cities. In Boston and
Miami, officers with military
experience generated more
civilian complaints of exces-
sive force. Nearly a third of
the Albuquerque officers in-
volved in a total of 35 fatal
shootings between January
2010 and April 2014 were
veterans. A lawsuit against
one of those officers, who
killed an unarmed motorist,
revealed that he was an Iraq
war veteran, whose PTSD
caused flashbacks, night-
mares, and blackouts. Nev-
ertheless, as the Marshall

Project discovered, he was
“assigned to patrol a high-
crime area of town known as
‘the war zone.””

The Marshall Project rec-
ommended that police de-
partments have clear and
consistent policies to “eval-
uate employees’ mental and
physical fitness ...to ensure
public safety and guarantee a
stable, reliable, and produc-
tive workforce.” Yet, it found
that actual screening practic-
es are far from standardized
or effective. “Some agencies
employ the use of administra-
tive interviews and psycho-
logical evaluations to assess
how veteran officers will per-

form the essential functions
of their position, while other
agencies revert to their de-
partment medical officer, or
lack any policy at all.”

An additional concern
is that veterans will be
more vulnerable to well-
known occupational hazards
of police work—Ilike alcohol
or drug abuse, domestic vio-
lence, divorce, and high rates
of suicide. As Blue Health, a
mental health advocacy group
for police officers and their
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families, reported in January,
far more cops died by their
own hand (228) last year than
were killed in the line of duty
(132).

One of the many veterans
that we interviewed for a
forthcoming book is a soldier
who returned from Iraq with
severe PTSD but became a
deputy sheriff. After his wife
threatened to leave him un-
less he gave up policing, he
sought residential treatment
twice and was finally forced
to choose between his family
and his job, which left him
angry, irritable, and often
volatile. “I don’t like gray
areas,” he confessed. “If I’'m
in for a penny, I’'m in for a
pound. What that means is
I can play cop, or I can play
family man.” With vocation-
al rehabilitation help from
the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA), he became a
skilled construction worker
instead.

Other veterans, well known
for their criticism of “forever
wars” and the harm they’ve
done to ordinary soldiers, are
joining the fight against mil-
itarization of public safety.
Common Defense, the pro-
gressive veterans’ group, has
launched a “No War On Our
Streets” campaign. Among
those involved is Kyle Bibby,
a former Marine Corps infan-
try officer, Annapolis grad-
uate, and co-founder of the
Black Veterans Project. Ac-

cording to Bibby, who served
in Afghanistan, veterans have
unique credibility as critics
of putting of $7 billion worth
of military hardware in the
hands of local police depart-
ments. “It was our equipment
first,” he says. “We under-
stand it better than the police
do...It’s important that we
have veterans ready to stand
up and say: ‘These weapons
need to go.””

Tougher to tackle is the is-
sue of ex-military personnel
being over-represented in the
ranks of domestic law en-
forcers. When you leave the
service, says Danny Sjursen,
a West Point graduate who
fought in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, “there’s no de-program-
ming...They just load you
up on meds and then you go
straight to the police acade-
my.” According to Sjursen,
“military-style of policing
is based on notion that high-
crime areas should be treated
like occupied countries.” So
the “military-to-police pipe-
line” increases the chances
“that a guy comes back to
Baltimore, Camden, or De-
troit and functions the same
way we did when occupying
Kabul or Baghdad.”

Among those also at
risk when that happens are
fellow veterans; since 2018,
at least six African-Ameri-
cans who served in the mil-
itary have died in police
shootings, including a trou-
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bled young Air Force veteran
killed in Indianapolis.
Retired Army colonel An-
drew Bacevich, a distin-
guished military historian
who served in Vietnam, ar-
gues that, in the past, it might
have made “all the sense in
the world for us to vector vets
toward the police force.” But
that was before the post 9/11
generation of veterans re-
turned home with such high
rates of PTSD, substance
abuse, and suicide. “To the
extent that we’ve got a bunch
of damaged young people,”
Bacevich says, “then maybe
the last thing we want to do is
put them in a job where they
carry a gun in an environment
that’s going to make things @&
worse.” Z X

on veterans’ heath care, includ-
ing Wounds of War.

Steve Early is the author of Re- 8
finery Town, a book that chron- B

icles police department reform P§ :

in Richmond, California. They
are currently working on a book £
about veterans’ issues. They
can be reached at Lsupport@
aol.com).
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The Uprising

Is Only Begin-
ning: Building
Power To Win
Our Demands

By Kevin Zeese &
Margaret Flowers

The current  uprising
against police violence
and racism is just beginning.
It is rapidly shifting public

policing, violence against
Black people and others, and
systemic racism. The move-
ment is deepening and be-
coming broader as well as
putting forward solutions and
making demands.

The confluence of crises
including recent police vio-
lence, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and economic col-
lapse along with the ongoing
crises of lack of healthcare,
poverty, inequality, home-
lessness, personal debt, and
climate plus awareness of mi-
rage democracy in the United
States have created a historic
moment full of possibilities.
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If we continue to organize
and build power, the potential
for dramatic change is great.

As we wrote recently, there
are dangers coming from lib-
eral Democrats and the black
misleadership class who are
trying to quell the protests
with distractions and weak
reforms. To achieve changes
that will solve the crises we
face, demands must address
the root causes of them. And,
we must understand the dy-
namics of demands in social
movements—what it takes
to win and to hold the ruling
class accountable for enact-
ing them.
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Demands to Defund
and Aholish the Police

he demands to defund and
abolish police are now
part of the national dialogue.
This is a major advancement
for the movement against po-
lice violence. The pushback
against these demands is
coming from across the main-
stream  political spectrum
from Donald Trump to Joe
Biden and Bernie Sanders.
When the bipartisans unite,
they are often wrong as they
represent two parties funded
by the millionaires and bil-
lionaires who put their inter-
ests first. Bipartisan means
the various wings of the ruling
class, represented by the two
corporate parties, are uniting
and that means a united at-
tack on the people. They seek
to protect systems that have
created horrendous inequality
and injustice. The police are
the enforcement arm that pro-
tects the ruling class from the
population impacted by that
inequality and injustice.
Christy E. Lopez, a pro-
fessor at Georgetown Law
School ~ who  co-directs
the Program on Innovative
Policing, has worked inside
the government on efforts to
reform and control police for
25 years. Her conclusion: “it

has become clear to me that
‘reform’ is not enough. Mak-
ing sure that police follow
the rule of law is not enough.
Even changing the laws is not
enough.”

There is tension within the
movement against police vi-
olence between those who
seek reform and those who
want to change the whole sys-
tem—to abolish policing as it
exists and create alternatives.
In 2016, activists across the
country built encampments
to heighten awareness for the
demand to abolish the po-
lice, provide reparations for
victims, and invest in black
and brown communities.
They demanded “communi-
ty-based forms of policing in
its place that are accountable
to residents.”

Advocates of abolition
consistently make the point
that “abolition requires more
than police officers disap-
pearing from the streets... Po-
lice abolition could mean and
require society to decrease
and eliminate its reliance on
policing.” It also means de-
criminalizing many activities
that result in police abuse, i.e.
decriminalizing or legalizing
drugs and the untaxed sale of
cigarettes that create illegal
markets. Police spend more
than 90 percent of their time
on things people find annoy-
ing or social and health issues
that police are ill-equipped
to handle. These lead to po-

lice interactions that result in
police violence, especially in
black and brown communi-
ties.

Kali Akuno of Coopera-
tion Jackson writes that the
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movement needs to become
more radical, not more mod-
erate. He points out that the
solutions to the current cri-
sis are deeper than reforming
the police, explaining there

are “calls to eradicate white
supremacy, capitalism, het-
eropatriarchy, and settler-co-
lonialism that have been on
clear display.” The founding
of police came out of the most

extreme form of capitalism,
slavery, where those with
money owned other people as
unpaid workers. Slave patrols
developed into modern-day
police so the very root of po-
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licing is rotten.

Max Rameau and Netfa
Freeman write: “The core
issue is POWER, not rac-
ism. We cannot change our
reality by ending ‘racism,’
or the attitudes and opinions
others hold of us. Our condi-
tions will only change when
we shift power into our own
hands and exercise self-deter-
mination, thereby rendering
the opinions of racists irrele-
vant.”

When it comes to changing
the power dynamic, one de-
mand—democratic commu-
nity control of the police—
stands out among the others.
Communities being able to
hire and fire police officers,
review their budgets, impan-
el a grand jury to investigate
crimes, and approve police
contracts among other chang-
es, reverse the power dynam-
ic. The people would be in
democratic control of how
their communities are policed
and by whom. This is a long-
term demand dating back to
the Black Panthers, as Green
presidential candidate How-
ie Hawkins points out. This
transition to people-power
over police is seen by many
as the key transition step to
abolition or replacement of
the police.

Rameau and Freeman con-
clude that “the police MUST
exist in order to protect prop-
erty and wealth from those
who do not have.” They argue

that defunding police without
changing that dynamic means
the wealthy elites will find
other ways to protect them-
selves, private police who are
even less accountable than
the public institution.

Akuno urges “the demand
for abolition should be raised
to heighten the contradictions.
But, it must be accompanied
by the call for revolution, and
the organizing effort to dis-
mantle the entire system.” He
adds we “have to resist the
elevation of the liberal and
Democratic party narratives
and positions. We have to
assert a counter-narrative in
all arenas—one that aims to-
wards transforming the Floyd
rebellion into something po-
tentially transformative.”

Building Power for Posi-
tive Change

he power structure has
started to make some
concessions over the past few
weeks of protests, but none of
these has altered the systems
that maintain the current in-
equalities and injustices.
Some police have been
fired and charged for commit-
ting violence and murder. It
remains to be seen if they will
be convicted and kept from
policing anywhere in the fu-
ture. Some cities are talking

Z MAGAZINE PAGE 24

about defunding or disband-
ing the police, but it remains
to be seen what the details
will be. Schools are breaking
contracts with police. More
segments of the population
from the media to athletes to
tech companies are challeng-
ing racism and oppression
in our society. These chang-
es are happening because
the people power being dis-
played has exposed injustice,
garnered support and put the
elites in a panic. The elites
need to give the people some-
thing to stop the protests.

The widespread actions of
militarized police using ex-
treme violence across the
country backfired and result-
ed in the protests growing.
Federal courts in Colora-
do and Washington ordered
governments to stop using
chemical warfare against
U.S. citizens. Adding 17,000
National Guard troops in
23 states caused the Nation-
al Guard troops’ morale to
plummet in embarrassment
over using military force to
stop people from exercising
their constitutional rights.
President Trump’s threat of
military force caused divi-
sions in the military as retired
and active generals, GI’s and
National Guard troops spoke
out against it.

Popular power is growing
in the United States, but to
build enough power to win
demands that significantly
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alter the economic and polit-
ical systems will require sus-
tained effort. While some re-
forms are significant because
they may meet some needs of
those in the movement, we
can’t stop there.

As we describe in the sec-
ond class of the Popular Re-
sistance School, if move-

ments make concessions too
early, before they have the
power to make sure their de-
mands are met and to hold
leaders accountable for their
actions, they will fail. The
ruling class will often feign

concessions to quiet the re-
bellion knowing all along that
they are still in control.
Governor Andrew M. Cuo-
mo, after signing a police
reform bill, exemplified this
when he said, “You don’t
need to protest, you won. You
accomplished your goal.”
When  negotiating  de-
mands, it is all about power.
If the sides coming together
to negotiate do not have equal
power, then the weaker side
will lose. They may be given
promises, but they can’t force
the power holders to keep

COMMENTARY

them. It is significant that el-
ements in the society are op-
posed to military attacks on
people expressing their First
Amendment rights, but we
must continue to heighten the
conflict until there are real
splits within the power struc-
ture.

In order to maintain their
power, the ruling class re-
quires support from the peo-
ple.

* They require people
to give them authority.
That is why the auton-
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omous zone in Seattle is
so powerful, it is chal-
lenging that legitimacy.

 They require people
to do the actual work,
from the bureaucrats to
city maintenance work-
ers to other essential
workers. That is why
the call for a general
strike is so powerful.
If workers slow down
or withhold their labor,
governments and cities
won’t function.

* They require skills and
knowledge of people.
The ruling elites don’t
know how to run the
machines or systems on
which they depend.

* They require control
over material resourc-
es such as energy, wa-
ter and property. Last
December, electrical
workers in France cut
off power to the police
stations, big businesses
and management and
turned the power on for
workers and the poor.

* They require the ability
to punish people who
disobey them. If guards
and police refuse to stop
people, courts refuse to
prosecute and jails re-
fuse to hold people, the

power elites lose that
control.

The bottom line is that we
have the ability to remove
power from the ruling class
and that must be our goal if
we are to win the changes we
need in this moment of multi-
ple crises. The seeds of trans-
formation have been planted,
now it is our task to nurture
them.

We do that by putting out a
vision of the changes we re-
quire and continuing to pro-
test in support of that vision.
We need to build relationships
with others in our communi-
ty to raise awareness of the
crises and how to stop them.
We need to support each oth-
er through mutual aid and
building alternative systems
to meet basic needs. Through
our collective effort, we can
stop the destructive machine
and create a new world. Z

Let Them
Eat Weap-
ons: Trump’s
Bizarre Arms
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Race

By Lawrence Wittner

n late May of this year,

President Donald Trump’s
special envoy for arms con-
trol bragged before a Wash-
ington think tank that the
U.S. government was pre-
pared to outspend Russia and
China to win a new nuclear
arms race. “The president has
made clear that we have a
tried and true practice here,”
he remarked. “We know how
to win these races and we
know how to spend the adver-
sary into oblivion.”

This comment was not out
of line for a Trump adminis-
tration official. Indeed, back
in December 2016, short-
ly after his election, Trump
himself proclaimed that the
United States would “greatly
strengthen and expand” the
U.S. government’s nuclear
weapons program, adding
provocatively: “Let it be an
arms race. We will outmatch
them at every pass and outlast
them all.” In a fresh challenge
to Russia and China, deliv-
ered in October 2018, Trump
again extolled his decision
to win the nuclear arms race,
explaining: “We have more
money than anybody else, by
far.”

And, in fact, the Trump
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administration has followed
through on its promise to pour
American tax dollars into the
arms race through a vast ex-
pansion of the U.S. military
budget. In 2019 alone (the
last year for which world-
wide spending figures are
available), federal spending
on the U.S. military soared to
$732 billion. (Other military
analysts, who included mili-
tary-related spending, put the
figure at $1.25 trillion.) As
a result, the United States,
with about 4 percent of the
world’s population, account-
ed for 38 percent of world
military spending. Although
it’s certainly true that other
nations engaged in military
buildups as well, China ac-
counted for only 14 percent of
global military spending that

year, while Russia accounted
for only 3 percent. Indeed, the
United States spent more on
its military than the next 10
countries combined.

The vast military superi-
ority enjoyed by the Unit-
ed States, however, was not
nearly enough for the Trump
administration. In February
2020, the administration in-
troduced a 2021 fiscal year
budget proposal that would
devote 55 percent of the fed-
eral government’s $1.3 tril-
lion discretionary spending
to the military. By 2030, the
military proportion of the
federal budget would rise to
62 percent.

Today, about four months
later, this top priority for
military  spending might
strike many Americans as

bizarre. After all, a disease
pandemic continues to plague
the nation (with more than
117,850 deaths thus far), a
large portion of the economy
has collapsed, unemployment
has reached the catastrophic
levels of the Great Depres-
sion, and American cities
are torn by strife. Wouldn’t
this be an appropriate time
to focus America’s financial
resources on public health-
care, educational opportu-
nity, decent housing, and a
major jobs program—or, in
the words of the U.S. consti-
tution, to “promote the gener-
al welfare”? But Republican
officials argue that these and
other public assistance mea-
sures are “too expensive.”
What are not “too expen-
sive” are the administration’s
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big-ticket weapons programs,
which, even by military stan-
dards, are of dubious val-
ue. Not surprisingly, Trump
continued pouring money
into purchasing Lockheed
Martin’s F-35 combat air-
craft, which, though an op-
erational disaster, had cost
U.S. taxpayers $1.4 trillion
by 2017. Another pet project,
quickly embraced by Trump,
was the newest and costli-
est U.S. aircraft carrier, deliv-
ered with fanfare to the Navy
in late May 2017 for $13 bil-
lion. Its only problem was
that it had difficulty launch-
ing planes from its deck and
facilitating their landing. Yet
another very expensive mil-
itary project is U.S. missile
defense. Originally derided
as “Star Wars” when Ronald
Reagan began promoting it
in the 1980s, it has become
an obsession with Republi-
cans, who have managed to
secure more than $250 billion
in U.S. government funding
for it thus far. Nevertheless,
it continues to fail most of its
tests against intercontinental
ballistic missiles, despite the
fact that these tests are heavi-
ly scripted.

One of the most cut-
ting-edged of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s current military
weapons projects is the hy-
personic missile. Capable of
traveling 5 times faster than
the speed of sound (3,800
MPH), hypersonic missiles

with nuclear warheads are
immensely appealing to the
military establishments of
Russia, China, and the Unit-
ed States. In this case, too,
however, there is a serious
problem: given the missile’s
incredible speed, it produces
immense heat while traveling
through the atmosphere, thus
diverting or destroying it be-
fore it reaches its target. Even
so, this weapons project
should produce yet another
bonanza for Lockheed Mar-
tin, the world’s largest arms
manufacturer, which has al-
ready received $3.5 billion
for preliminary work on it.

Of course, the Trump ad-
ministration has not forgotten
about an array of its high tech
weapons that do work. Amer-
ica’s 5,800 nuclear weapons,
capable of being launched
from land, sea, and air, pro-
vide staggering firepower—
more than enough to destroy
most life on earth. The current
nuclear arsenal, however, is
viewed as insufficient by the
Trump administration, which
is engaged in a vast “modern-
ization” program to rebuild
the entire nuclear weapons
complex, including new pro-
duction facilities, warheads,
bombs, and delivery sys-
tems. The price tag for this
enormous nuclear buildup,
which will occur over the
next three decades, has been
estimated as at least $1.5 tril-
lion.
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Against a backdrop of eco-
nomic and social collapse,
plus potential global destruc-
tion, the obvious thing to
do is to pull out of this im-
mensely costly and bizarre
arms race and, instead, foster
arms control and disarma-
ment agreements with other
nations. But Trump seems
determined to cast off what-
ever progress in this direction
his predecessors have made,
scrapping the INF Treaty,
withdrawing from the Iran
nuclear agreement, terminat-
ing the New START Treaty,
and scuttling the Open Skies
Treaty. For a variety of rea-
sons—rewarding giant cor-
porations, getting reelected,
and dominating the world—
Trump remains fixated on
“winning” the arms race.

When it comes to increas-
ingly desperate Americans,
their lives and livelihoods
spiraling downward, his mes-
sage seems to be: Let them
eat weapons. VA

Dr. Lawrence Wittner, syndicat-
ed by PeaceVoice, is Professor
of History emeritus at SUNY/
Albany and the author of Con-
fronting the Bomb (Stanford Uni-
versity Press).
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Defunding
“Justified”
Murder

By Robert C. Koehler

ell, he deserved to die,

didn’t he? He fought,
he ran, he grabbed the cop’s
taser and fired it. And he was
intoxicated, apparently. And
he was blocking traffic.

“If an officer is hit with
that Taser, all of his muscles
will be locked up, and he’ll
have the inability to move
and to respond,” said a Geor-
gia county sheriff, referring
to the killing of Rayshard
Brooks in Atlanta on June 12.
“This was a completely justi-
fied shooting.”

Completely. Justified.

Between the global out-
rage over police killings and
the defenders of the police
lies a void—a complete lack
of common ground—that
must be crossed. The killing
of Rayshard Brooks, like the
killings of so many other men
and women of color over the
years and in recent weeks, is
only justified from the nar-
rowest possible perspective:
Did he or she violate the rules
of the game? Usually some
“violation,” however minor
or irrelevant, can be found



and, voila, shooting justified.

What’s cruelly missing
from this case-closed atti-
tude—interrupted over the
last five or six years by the
prevalence of videos posted
on social media that often
completely shatter the police
story of what happened—is
a sense of humanity for the
victim and, beyond that, a
willingness to acknowledge
America’s insane level of vi-
olence, institutional and oth-
erwise.

“Rayshard Brooks was
killed a day before he planned
to celebrate his daughter’s
birthday,” CNN informs
us. “Family attorneys say

the 8-year-old daughter wait-
ed for her father in her birth-
day dress that morning. But
he never came home.”
Something is profoundly

wrong.

Abdullah Jaber, execu-
tive director of the Council
on American-Islamic Rela-
tions-Georgia, put it this way:
“A phone call about a man
sleeping in a car should never
escalate into a police shoot-
ing.” He goes on, pointing
out that shooting a man in the
back as he flees is the epitome
of police brutality, but I think
the key point is that such mi-
nor social problems—a man
blocking a drive-through lane

Z MAGAZINE PAGE 30

at Wendy’s—must never be
addressed in such a way that
lethal violence is possible.

This is what defunding the

police is all about:

* defunding a system that
sees social order as obe-
dience to armed author-
ity;

+ that is growing increas-
ingly militarized;

 that has no complex un-
derstanding of human
behavior;

* and that has deep roots
in white racism, which
not only goes back
centuries but is alive
and well in the present
moment, in the form of
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poverty, voter suppres-
sion and endless forms
of discrimination.

Indeed, as Trevor Noah
put in on “The Daily Show™:
“Racism is like the corn syr-
up of society. It’s in every-
thing.”

Defunding the police is part
of an enormous process of so-
cial reorganization. It doesn’t
mean simply abandoning all
maintenance of social order
or eliminating everything that
police do, but it does mean
disarming—demilitarizing—
much, if not all, of that main-
tenance; reinvesting socially
in programs that help people
improve their lives, as op-
posed to punishing them for
breaking various rules; and
envisioning public order as
something that involves the
public itself, so that all of us,
not just those with badges,
guns and official authority,
are participants in the pro-
cess.

“Keeping us safe” is a pub-
lic relations ploy, that is to
say, a lie, which is used to
defend and endlessly prolong
militarism and war, both in-
ternationally and domestical-
ly. At its core, there is always
an enemy, conveniently de-
humanized so that his or her
death is virtually always jus-
tified. Justification is so easy
when you don’t imagine a
victim’s 8-year-old daughter
waiting for him in her birth-

day dress.

And as Noah Ber-
latsky points out, writing at
Foreign Policy: *“...priori-
tizing the military and war
means de-prioritizing the
resources that make peace
possible, like education. In
the same vein, Black Lives
Matter and the American
Civil Liberties Union have
called to defund the police
in order to redirect money to
mental health services and
investments in black com-
munities—Ilike, for example,
schools. Police officers them-
selves have pointed out how
they’ve become a service of
last resort, struggling to deal
with the fallout of austerity
elsewhere.”

Get it? As we pull money
out of programs that actually
help people, poverty remains
unchecked and disorder—in-
cluding crime—spreads, thus
justifying ever-increasing po-
lice budgets and, eventually,
ever more militarized police.
Impoverished communities,
communities of color, must
now be kept under control
with occupying armies. This
is currently the status quo—
which is suddenly facing
global outrage and is coming
apart even as its defenders try
desperately to hold it togeth-
er.

But speaking of armies of
occupation: “The military
also directly benefits from,
and relies on, domestic dis-
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investment and poverty,”
Berlatsky writes. “The armed
services focus recruitment ef-
forts on lower-middle-class
and poor  households....
Governments skimp on so-
cial services and education
spending in poor and minori-
ty communities. They spend
lavishly on police who stop
and harass black people in
those neighborhoods with
terrifying frequency. And
then the well-funded military
sets up recruiting stations in
poor neighborhoods to fill its
ranks, as kids with few other
options sign up to go shoot
others and be shot at in turn
in the United States’ endless
foreign wars.”

All of which leads me to
U.S. Representative Barba-
ra Lee’s new resolution be-
fore Congress, calling for a
$350 billion cut in military
spending—almost half the
Pentagon’s bloated annual
budget. Cuts would include
closing overseas military bas-
es, terminating our endless
wars, eliminating Trump’s
proposed Space Force mili-
tary branch and much, much
more.

“Redundant nuclear weap-
ons, off-books spending ac-
counts, and endless wars in
the Middle East don’t keep us
safe,” Lee said. “Especially at
a time when families across
the country are struggling to
pay the bills—including more
than 16,000 military families
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on food stamps—we need to
take a hard look at every dol-
lar and reinvest in people.”
Reinvest in people? Are we
really ready for that level of

common sense? VA
Robert Koehler (koehler-
cw@gmail.com), syndicated

by PeaceVoice, is a Chicago
award-winning journalist and ed-
itor. He is the author of Courage
Grows Strong at the Wound.

How Work-
ers Can Win
the Class War
Being Waged
Upon Them

By Richard D. Wolff

rganized labor led no

mass  opposition  to
Trump’s presidency or the
December 2017 tax cut or the
failed U.S. preparation for and
management of COVID-19.
Nor do we yet see a labor-led
national protest against the

worst mass firing since the
1930s Great Depression. All
of these events, but especially
the unemployment, mark an
employers’ class war against
employees. The U.S. govern-
ment directs it, but the em-
ployers as a class inspire and
benefit the most from it.

Before the 2020 crash,
class war had been redis-
tributing wealth for decades
from middle-income people
and the poor to the top 1 per-
cent. That upward redistri-
bution was U.S. employers’
response to the legacy of the
New Deal. During the Great
Depression and afterward,
wealth had been redistributed
downward. By the 1970s, that
was reversed. The 2020 crash
will accelerate upward wealth
redistribution sharply.

With tens of millions now
a “reserve army” of the un-
employed, nearly every U.S.
employer can cut wages,
benefits, etc. Employees dis-
satisfied with these cuts are
easily replaced. Vast numbers
of unemployed, stressed by
uncertain job prospects and
unemployment benefits, dis-
appearing savings, and rising
household tensions, will take
jobs despite reduced wages,
benefits, and working con-
ditions. As the unemployed
return to work, most employ-
ees’ standards of consump-
tion and living will drop.

Germany, France, and oth-
er European nations could
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not fire workers as the Unit-
ed States did. Strong labor
movements and socialist par-
ties with deep social influ-
ences preclude governments
risking comparable mass un-
employment; it would risk
deposing them from office.
Thus their antiviral lock-
downs keep most at work
with governments paying 70
percent or more of pre-virus
wages and salaries.

Mass unemployment will
bring the United States closer
to less-developed economies.
Very large regions of the poor
will surround small enclaves
of the rich. Narrow bands of
“middle-income profession-
als,” etc., will separate rich
from poor. Ever-more rigid
social divisions enforced by
strong police and military ap-
paratuses are becoming the
norm. Their outlines are al-
ready visible across the Unit-
ed States.

Only if workers understand
and mobilize to fight this class
war can the trends sketched
above be stopped or reversed.
U.S. workers did exactly that
in the 1930s. They fought—
in highly organized ways—
the class war waged against
them then. Millions joined la-
bor unions, and many tens of
thousands joined two social-
ist parties and one communist
party. All four organizations
worked together, in coalition,
to mobilize and activate the
U.S. working class.
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Weekly, and sometimes dai-
ly, workers marched across
the United States. They crit-
icized President Franklin D.
Roosevelt’s policies and cap-
italism itself by intermingling
reformist and revolutionary
demands. The coalition’s size
and political reach forced
politicians, including FDR,
to listen and respond, often
positively. An initially “cen-
trist” FDR adapted to become
a champion of Social Secu-

rity, unemployment insur-
ance, a minimum wage, and
a huge federal jobs program.
The coalition achieved those
moderate socialist reforms—
the New Deal—and paid for
them by setting aside revolu-
tionary change.

It proved to be a good deal,
but only in the short run. Its
benefits to workers included
a downward redistribution of
income and wealth (especial-
ly via homeownership), and

COMMENTARY

thereby the emergence of a
new “middle class.” Relative-
ly well-paid employees were
sufficient in number to sustain
widespread notions of Amer-
ican exceptionalism, beliefs
in ever-rising standards of
working-class living across
generations, and celebrations
of capitalism as guaranteeing
these social benefits. The re-
ality was quite different. Not
capitalists but rather their crit-
ics and victims had forced the

2>
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New Deal against capitalists’
resistance. And those mid-
dle-class benefits bypassed
most African Americans.

The good deal did not last
because U.S. capitalists large-
ly resented the New Deal and
sought to undo it. With World
War II’s end and FDR’s death
in 1945, the undoing accel-
erated. An anti-Soviet Cold
War plus anti-communist/so-
cialist crusades at home gave
patriotic cover for destroying
the New Deal coalition. The
1947 Taft-Hartley Act tar-
geted organized labor. Sen-
ate and House committees
spearheaded a unified effort
(government, mass media,
and academia) to demonize,
silence, and socially exclude
communists, socialists, left-
ists, etc. For decades after
1945—and still now in parts
of the United States—a sus-
tained hysteria defined all
left-wing thought, policy,
or movement as always and
necessarily the worst imagin-
able social evil.

Over time, the New Deal
coalition was destroyed and
left-wing thinking was la-
beled “disloyal.” Even barely
left-of-center labor and polit-
ical organizations repeated-
ly denounced and distanced
themselves from any sort
of anti-capitalist impulse,
any connection to socialism.
Many New Deal reforms
were evaded, amended,
or repealed. Some simply

vanished from politicians’
knowledge and vocabulary
and then journalists too. Hav-
ing witnessed the purges of
leftist colleagues from 1945
through the 1950s, a largely
docile academic community
celebrated capitalism in gen-
eral and U.S. capitalism in
particular. The good in U.S.
society was capitalism’s gift.
The rest resulted from gov-
ernment or foreign or ideo-
logical interferences in cap-
italism’s wonderful invisible
hand. Any person or group
excluded from this American
Dream had only themselves
to blame for inadequate abili-
ty, insufficient effort, or ideo-
logical deviancy.

In this context, U.S. capital-
ism strode confidently toward
the 21st century. The Soviet
threat had imploded. A divid-
ed Europe threatened no U.S.
interests. Its individual na-
tions competed for U.S. favor
(especially the UK). China’s
poverty blocked its becoming
an economic competitor. U.S.
military and technological su-
premacy seemed insurmount-
able.

Amid success, internal con-
tradictions surfaced. U.S.
capitalism  crashed three
times. The first happened ear-
ly in 2000 (triggered by dot-
com share-price inflation);
next came the big crash of
2008 (triggered by defaulting
subprime mortgages); and the
hugest crash hit in 2020 (trig-

gered by COVID-19). Unpre-
pared economically, political-
ly, and ideologically for any
of them, the Federal Reserve
responded by creating vast
sums of new money that it
threw at/lent to (at historical-
ly low interest rates) banks,
large corporations, etc. Three
successive exercises in trick-
le-down economic policy saw
little trickle down. No under-
lying economic problems
(inequality, excess system-
ic debts, cyclical instability,
etc.) have been solved. On
the contrary, all worsened.
In other words, class war has
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been intensified.

What then is to be done?
First, we need to recognize
the class war that is underway
and commit to fighting it. On
that basis, we must organize a
mass base to put real political
force behind social democrat-
ic policies, parties, and poli-
ticians. We need something
like the New Deal coalition.
The pandemic, economic
crash, and gross official pol-
icy failures (including violent
official scapegoating) draw
many toward classical social
democracy. The successes of
the Democratic Socialists of

America show this.

Second, we must face a
major obstacle. Since 1945,
capitalists and their support-
ers developed arguments and
institutions to undo the New
Deal and its leftist legacies.
They silenced, deflected,
co-opted, and/or demonized
criticisms of capitalism. Stra-
tegic decisions made by both
the U.S. New Deal and Euro-
pean social democracy con-
tributed to their defeats. Both
always left and still leave
employers exclusively in po-
sitions to (1) receive and dis-
pense their enterprises’ prof-

its and (2) decide and direct
what, how, and where their
enterprises produce. Those
positions gave capitalists the
financial resources and pow-
er—politically, economically,
and culturally—repeatedly to
outmaneuver and repress la-
bor and the left.

Third, to newly organized
versions of a New Deal coa-
lition or of social democracy,
we must add a new element.
We cannot again leave cap-
italists in the exclusive po-
sitions to receive enterprise
profits and make major en-
terprise decisions. The new
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element is thus the demand
to change enterprises pro-
ducing goods and services.
From hierarchical, capitalist
organizations (where owners,
boards of directors, etc., oc-
cupy the employer position)
we need to transition to the
altogether different demo-
cratic, worker co-op organi-
zations. In the latter, no em-
ployer/employee split occurs.
All workers have equal voice
in deciding what gets pro-
duced, how, and where and
how any profits get used. The
collective of all employees is
their own employer. As such
an employer, the employees
will finally protect and thus
secure the reforms associated
with the New Deal and social
democracy.

We could describe the tran-
sition from capitalist to work-
er co-op enterprise organi-
zations as a revolution. That
would resolve the old debate
of reform versus revolution.
Revolution becomes the only
way finally to secure progres-
sive reforms. Capitalism’s re-
forms were generated by the
system’s impacts on people
and their resulting demands
for change. Capitalism’s re-
sistances to those reforms—
and undoing them after they
happened—spawned the
revolution needed to secure
them. In that revolution, soci-
ety moves beyond capitalism
itself. So it was in the French
Revolution: demands for re-

form within feudal society
could only finally be realized
by a social transition from
feudalism to capitalism. Z
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Unlearning
and Organiz-
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ing Against
White Su-
premacy

By Ted Glick

(This is an excerpt from the |
“Lessons Learned” chapter |
of my just-published book,
Burglar for Peace: Les-
sons Learned in the Cath-
olic Left’s Resistance to the
Vietnam War, available at
PM Press. It feels very ap-
propriate to circulate this
right now.)

ithout any doubt, it
was my 11 months in
prison (for destroying draft
files and other resistance
during the Vietnam war) that
got me firmly onto the road
to consciously attempting on
a daily basis to be anti-rac-
ist and a strong ally of peo-
ple of color, because of the
many black and brown peo-
ple I met, befriended, and
interacted with every day. I
already believed intellectu-
ally that all people should be
treated equally and fairly. In
prison I came to see that all
people are, in essence, the
same, with similar feelings,
ideas, hopes, and dreams.
Prison was also where I
very clearly saw the way in
which class and race are in-
terconnected. I saw the class
system of the prison: at the
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d friends of color whom we support and who will support us,
iticize us for things we say or do that reflect our upbringing in
2> supremacist culture and help us to develop into better and
onscious people, better organizers, better and stronger hu-
ings
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top, the warden, then the oth-
er administrators, followed
by the prison guards (with
their own hierarchy), the
prisoner “trusties,” and the
white-collar  prisoners, all
of whom are very predom-
inantly white. Trusties and
white-collar prisoners tend
to be the ones who get extra
privileges, including work re-
lease and single-cell dorms.
Finally, there’s the general
prison population, a major-
ity of which are black and
brown. Seeing this in prison
left me much better equipped
to understand the class/race
structure in society at large.
It’s not as stark and clear-cut,
but it’s definitely there.

Ever since, I’ve tried to put
these understandings into
practice, taking action and
speaking out in support of gen-
uine equality, true justice, and
human rights for all people.
This has meant participation
in more demonstrations than [
can remember against police
killings or beatings of people
of color. In 1999, after Ama-
dou Diallo was shot 41 times,
I was arrested in front of the
New York City police head-
quarters, joining with others
to call for a swift indictment
of the police officers respon-
sible. From 1993 to 2001, it
meant fasting for the first 12
days of every October for
freedom for Leonard Peltier
and for Columbus Day to be
renamed Indigenous Peoples

Day. It has meant speaking up
at meetings when something
has been said that is overtly
or subtly racist. Sometimes [
don’t do so, truth be told. It’s
not always easy, and my fear
sometimes wins out over my
best intentions.

It has meant joining orga-
nizations that are predomi-
nantly African American and
following, and sometimes
taking part in, those groups’
leadership. And it has meant
continuing to wrestle with
whether I am doing enough,
whether I should be doing
something more or something
else, whether I really am be-
ing a good anti-racist ally.

There’s a particular re-
sponsibility that those of us
who are white have in this
work—the responsibility to
interact with and organize
among white people, partic-
ularly low-income and work-
ing-class white people, those
who should be more open
than they sometimes are to
the message that to improve
their living conditions, they
need to join with working
people of all races and cul-
tures. We need to help them
realize that white supremacist
ideology in particular, as well
as other divisive and oppres-
sive ideologies and practices,
are not in their best interest.

To sharpen the point: white
progressives need to be will-
ing to intelligently risk being
uncomfortable, unpopular, or
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even victims of psychological
or physical abuse for speak-
ing up among a predomi-
nantly white group of regular
folks. I don’t mean so much
a predominantly white group
of progressives, though there
are often subtler, less overt
issues there too. I am talking
about average working-class
or middle-class white people.
Usually, in that kind of set-
ting, sooner or later, there’s
going to be white suprema-
cist ideas expressed. That’s
not necessarily because the
group as a whole or the per-
son(s) expressing them are
hard-core KKK members. It’s
because, as the mass response
to the racist (and everything
else) Trump campaign and
presidency has shown us,
white supremacy is very
much alive and well among
a huge portion of the U.S.
white population.

It is critical that more and
more people of European an-
cestry in the U.S. appreciate
that a hopeful future for them
and their families lies in join-
ing together with, not being
hostile to, Blacks, Latinos, In-
digenous people, and Asian/
Pacific Island people. It was
put this way in a 2016 state-
ment by the group Showing
Up for Racial Justice: “While
people of color bear the brunt
of racism, large numbers of
white people have also been
failed by the system—facing
job loss, inadequate housing
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and cutbacks in core services.
Instead of addressing real
fears and insecurity, racist
elites actively target white
working class white people
into blaming people of color
for the problems their fami-
lies and vulnerable communi-
ties face.”

How Whites Organize
Whites

his is also critical.

Guilt-tripping  isn’t the
way to do it. People who act
primarily because they are
feeling or have been made to
feel guilty about their white-
ness are people who are going
to have a hard time interact-
ing with whites who are suf-
fering economic hardship or
the white masses in general.
Instead, while acknowledg-
ing the legitimacy of guilt felt
over the historically brutal
violence, oppression, and dis-
crimination by huge numbers

of white people, generally,
against Indigenous, African,
Mexican, and Asian peoples,
we, as whites, must move
past guilt. We need to be clear
that white supremacy also
hurts white people, engenders
guilt and fear, for example,
and makes united action on
common issues like housing,
healthcare, or the right to or-
ganize more difficult.

It’s also critical that whites
organizing whites take up the
economic, health care, ed-
ucation, or other issues im-
pacting predominantly white
communities, to show that
they are concerned about all
forms of inequality and want
a just society for everyone.
This is key. A good organizer
knows that you need to start
with people where they are,
make connections on the ba-
sis of issues, experiences, or
other things held in common.
As those connections are

made, as people get to know
and respect the organizer,
they are more willing to listen

and think about constructive
criticism from her/him/them
or ideas other than those they
are ordinarily exposed to.
Finally, white organizers
who are serious about an-
ti-racism need to have ongo-
ing connections to people of
color, by participating in a
multicultural organization of
some kind, at a minimum. It
is better if that happens at the
same time that healthy friend-
ships are developed with in-
dividual people of color. We,
as whites, need ways to be
continually reminded about
how white supremacy works.
We need friends of color
whom we support and who
will support us, who criticize
us for things we say or do that
reflect our upbringing in a
white supremacist culture and
help us to develop into better
and more conscious people,
better organizers, better and
stronger human beings.  Z

Ted Glick is the author of the just
published Burglar for Peace:
Lessons Learned in the Catho-
lic Left's Resistance to the Viet-
nam War. Past writings and oth-
er information can be found at
https://tedglick.com, and he can
be followed on Twitter at https://
twitter.com/jtglick.
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America has its Knee on the
Necks of Black & Brown People

By Don Rojas
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ing point...at an intersection of the old of hope that after 350 years of oppression,
imperial order at home and abroad with meaningful change may actually be on the

the birthing of a new order, “a new normal” if horizon. Will America finally start to lift its
you will. knee off the necks of Black and Brown peo-
For millions of people in America, the un- ple? Time will tell, but one thing is certain: the

Today America is at a crossroads, a turn- precedented street uprisings offer a glimmer
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brutal murder of George Floyd in the streets
of Minneapolis will be recorded by historians
as the spark of a mass movement the likes of
which have not been seen in modern America.

A “perfect storm” is sweeping through hun-
dreds of cities and towns across all 50 states:
a ravaging pandemic, utterly mismanaged by
a racist, criminally corrupt and inept admin-
istration whose inaction has resulted in the
deaths of over 105,000 Americans, 40 percent
of whom are Black and Brown people, led to
tens of millions of unemployed, again with a
disproportionate number of Black and Brown
people, and to hundreds of thousands being
fed by over-stretched food banks all across
the nation and capped off by tens of thou-
sands of protestors in the streets of America
every day—all converging in the unforgetta-
ble Spring of 2020.

Meanwhile, Trump, the pathological narcis-
sist and rage-tweeting little man in the White
House becomes more desperate as he con-
fronts a growing uprising in the streets. The
“Law and Order President” resorts to the use
of state terror as he moves closer to take au-
thoritarian and neo-fascist measures against
innocent people exercising their constitution-
al rights.

We are witnessing a convergence of pow-
erful historical forces and the emergence of
visible contradictions in the neoliberal order.
The Empire is rotting at its core, and the can-
cer of violent White Supremacy is eating out
the soul of America.

This is, indeed, a watershed moment. We
are in the midst of not just another “move-
ment moment” that comes around every two
generations or so but one that has the poten-
tial to grow into a disciplined, organized mass
movement militating for sweeping social and
economic transformation.

For the most part, these uprisings started
off as spontaneous outpourings, but as they
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continue to grow we are witnessing the young
Black Lives Matter activists becoming the en-
gine and the compass of the uprisings as they
morph and evolve from an anti-racist police
protest into an anti-systemic racism protest
movement.

Hopefully, the protestors will come to a rec-
ognition that this deeply sick capitalist sys-
tem cannot reform itself and thus has to be
radically transformed into a functional polit-
ical and economic democracy that expresses
the will of the people and provides the mate-
rial needs of the working people and the poor.

Playing a key role in documenting this re-
bellion is the mainstream corporate media
narrative and its penchant for sensational-
ism, for focusing on scenes of confronta-
tion, of looting, of police aggression and yet
with too few interviews with the protestors
themselves, too little analysis by the various
“talking heads” about the underlying structur-
al causes of the rebellion. Corporate media’s
emphasis is always on the supremacy of prop-
erty rights over human rights or on giving the
opinions of public policymakers more merit
than the views and motivations of the protes-
tors themselves.

We have seen poignant images of white
cops “taking a knee,” of protestors embracing
and high-fiving with the national guard.....
white police chiefs marching hand-in-hand
with protestors. One particularly striking im-
age was of a young white woman, nor more
than 18, standing defiantly in the faces of the
heavily armed police barrier and holding a
sign that said simply, “White Silence is Com-
plicit.” These scenes bring hope and opti-
mism to our hearts.

In the faces of the young multi-racial pro-
testors one saw anger, pain, fearlessness, de-
termination, resilience and resolve to stand up
for justice and to march in the streets for an
end to systemic racism and structural White
Supremacy. These young people face daunt-

ing job and career prospects in a post-COVID
economy that could easily slide into an eco-
nomic depression as bad as the Great De-
pression of the 1930s. But for now, they are
tired of the hatred and bigotry that has made a
mockery of the so-called “American Dream”
and they are tired of the daily indignities and
humiliations meted out to Black and Brown
Americans. They are acknowledging that
Black and Brown people are humans too and
deserve to be treated as such.

Neo-Nazi and white supremacist provoca-
teurs have been spotted all over the country
engaging in vandalism, instigating proper-
ty destruction and appearing at rallies and
demonstrations with semi-automatic rifles.
These are opportunistic white domestic ter-
rorists hoping to misuse the uprising to ig-
nite a race war, even a second civil war. Their
terrorist actions are designed to discredit the
peaceful protestors and to whip up a frenzy
among Trump’s rabid, racist, death cultists.
They must be exposed and expelled from the
peaceful protests.

The international protests that have brought
thousands of people into the streets of Europe,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand and other
“white” countries to show their solidarity with
the American protestors and also to condemn
acts of racist police violence against Black
and Brown people living in those countries,
is a very significant development. Demon-
strations of solidarity have also been held in
Japan, Korea and the Middle East. The world
is watching America and the world does not
like what it is seeing when peaceful protestors
(and even members of the international me-
dia) are teargassed, pepper sprayed and shot
at with rubber bullets.

Militarized police forces across the country
comprise the containment apparatus of the
neoliberal state, functioning like an occupa-
tion army in Black and Brown communities,
there primarily to suppress rather than to serve
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and protect. The myth of white supremacy is
deeply embedded in the culture of policing
in America. And this bigotry is reinforced by
the corrupt police unions and by the so-called
“Blue Wall of Silence.” On top of the COVID
pandemic we also have to cope with the pan-
demic of racist policing which tantamounts
to a public health crisis for Black and Brown
people in America.

There has been much breathless, holi-
er-than-thou condemnations from Fox and
other racist, right-wing media entities over
the looting that has taken place in several
cities, but the demonstrators know the real
looters are lier-in-chief Trump, the racist Re-
publican Party, the oligarchs of Wall Street,
and the greedy lobbyists on K Street who
have funneled hundreds of billions of taxpay-
ers money to the thieving 1 percent under the
guise of a “stimulus program” for working
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Americans.

Are we witnessing the beginning of the
end of white ignorance of America’s tortured
history of race relations and callous white in-
difference to the plight of Black and Brown
people? In a recent Op-Ed in the Washington
Post, author and activist Stacy Patton raised a
provocative yet profound question—how do
we know that the white protestors mean what
they say. “Solidarity can be helpful—or it can
be performative.”

Patton asks, “Why are so many white peo-
ple participating in this current uprising, giv-
en the long tradition in this country of silent
complicity about racist police practices that
have terrorized black and brown communities
for generations. What are their intentions?
Are they protesting because they are in honest
solidarity, or because it helps to soothe their
own conscience or assuage their guilt.”
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Alicia Garza, co-founder of Black Lives
Matter, says that white people for whom
black lives truly matter must demonstrate the
political will to make substantive changes.
This requires radical honesty about how race
and privilege intersect.

For Malkia Cyril, founder of the Media Jus-
tice Center in Oakland, what white folks need
to design is “a vision and a strategy for how
to change the rules that are set up to benefit
them. It is true that Black and Brown peo-
ple cannot win alone. White people do have
important contributions to make and no one
should sit this moment out. But high-tech
capitalism creates a real danger of turning re-
bellion into spectacle, into sport.”

The neoliberal order benefits from the ra-
cialized capitalism of North America and Eu-
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rope, a brutal, super-exploitative socio-eco-
nomic system built on the foundations of
chattel slavery and the systematic theft of
Black and Brown labor from abused Black
and Brown bodies. Both the COVID virus and
police brutality have ripped off the mythical
masks to reveal in sharp relief the living leg-
acies of slavery, colonialism and imperialism.
Now, more than ever, reparations demands
must be high on the agenda of transformations
to make Black people whole, to repair the
damages done to them by the historical crimes
of slavery and segregation. Reparations is a
moral imperative that requires the support of
all persons of good will. (For more informa-
tion about the global reparations movement
visit the Institute of the Black World’s online
Reparations Resource Center at https://ibw21.
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org/reparations-resource-center/).

Despairing and depressing as our contem-
porary realities may be, the left must remain
hopeful and cease wallowing in our pain
and anger, learn the hard lessons from our
setbacks in previous ‘“movement moments”
re-gather our strength, coalesce our forces and
prepare ourselves for the titanic race and class
struggles that lie ahead. Critical thinking and
wholesome self-criticism are key to the heal-
ing process.

In a recent media interview, Professor Cor-
nel West, one of America’s most prominent
public intellectuals, described America as a
“failed social experiment.” He argued that
America’s capitalist economy could not gen-
erate and deliver in such a way that people
could live lives of decency. “The nation-state

with its criminal injustice system, its legal
system could not generate protection of rights
and liberties, And, now our culture, of course
is so market-driven—everything for sale, ev-
eryone for sale—it can’t deliver the kind of
nourishment for soul, for meaning, for pur-
pose.”

Reverend William Barber, leader of the
Poor Peoples Campaign and one of America’s
great moral voices says, “America must listen
to its wounds. They will tell us where to look
for hope...only if the screams and tears and
protests shake the very conscience of this na-
tion, can we hope for a better society.”

These young multiracial demonstrators
must begin to educate themselves in the long
history and practice of white supremacy over
the past 350 years, from the enslavement of
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Africans through the lynchings of innocent
black men and women, the 100 years of Jim
Crow apartheid that followed the abolition of
slavery, and racial discrimination in all areas
of civil society.

So we have arrived at a seminal moment, a
significant milestone in the modern history of
America and the world? Leveraging the mo-
mentum of the uprising, we progressives and
leftists must start planning for a post-Minne-
apolis and post-COVID world, one that we
must shape ourselves, one that prioritizes the
needs of people over profits and reorganizes
society along the lines of social and economic
justice.

This “Movement moment” is also a teach-
ing moment for all who are standing up for
peace and justice, an opportunity to learn
about the history and practice of enslavement
and American apartheid and about the sys-
temic character of institutional racism. This is
a good time to probe the “inconvenient truths”
of America’s history, to read about the Black
Panthers in the 1960s and 1970s, the Black
Power and Civil Rights movements in the
U.S. in the 1950s, 1960s and 7190s and the
anti-colonial movements in Africa and the Ca-
ribbean in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s. This is
a good time to learn how America became an
empire with a U.S. military presence in 140
countries today, how Washington invaded and
occupied countries in the Caribbean and Latin
America and with its “Monroe Doctrine” has
arrogantly claimed the right to interfere in the
domestic affairs of every country in the larger
Americas.

As we move forward into a future that we
must build in our own image and likeness, we
must also be aware of the risks and dangers of
Trumpism, the fascist cult of personality, not
unlike those that emerged in the 20th Centu-
ry under Mussolini and Hitler. Trumpism will
continue to scapegoat the left and progressive
movement and will not hesitate to unleash

state terror and a tidal wave of lies on this
movement as it gets stronger in the weeks and
months ahead. Be prepared.

Nonetheless, there will be opportunities,
challenges and responsibilities for the move-
ment and reasons for hope and optimism.
There is strength in the multiracial unity we
see emerging in the streets, a unity of diverse
forces that is rooted in our collective hopes
and aspirations.

Cornel West is calling for a “nonviolent rev-
olution” for the democratic sharing of power,
resources, wealth and respect. “If we don’t get
that kind of sharing, we’re going to get more
violent explosions.” He’s absolutely correct.

The struggle for justice and social trans-
formation must continue in the weeks and
months ahead. This is not a time to pause.
Older people and people of faith must join
the youth in the streets. Our struggles mov-
ing forward must be guided by the principles
of “nonviolent revolution” and inspired by all
our fallen ancestors who gave their lives in
the fight to liberate Black and Brown people
here and around the world.

Long Live the memory of George Floyd.

Reparations Now.

Forward Ever, Backward Never. VA
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The Statues of our Dis-
content

By Boaventura de Sousa Santos

tatues look a lot like the past, which
is why, whenever they are called into
question, we turn to historians. The
truth is that statues are a thing of the past only
as long as they stand quietly in squares, as

indifferent to us as we are to them. At such
times, which may actually last centuries, they
are visited more intentionally by pigeons than
by humans. But when statues come under as-
sault, they leap from the past to become part
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of our present. Otherwise, how could there
ever be any dialogue between us and them?
Of course, there are statues that never come
under assault, either because the past to which
they belong is just too remote for them to
make the leap to the present, or because they
belong to art’s eternal present. Such statues
are safe from everything and everyone except
insane extremists, as was the case with the 5th
century Bamiyan Buddhas in Afghanistan,
blasted by the Taliban in 2001.

The statues that do make the leap and en-
gage in dialogue are part of our present and
are bound to come under assault because
they represent unsettled accounts and unre-
dressed depredations and injustices. Those
who assault them are not asking for a settling
of accounts nor do they demand any repa-
rations from them. The accounts have to be
settled and reparations have to be made by
those who inherited and now hold the unjust
power represented by the statues. Whenever
the power that had them erected was toppled,
whether justly or unjustly, the statues have
been promptly removed, without much fuss
and maybe even to the sound of applause. The
reason today’s movement against the statues,
which was initiated by the #blacklivesmatter
movement, remains strong lies in the fact that
to this day the power that once ordered the
depredations and injustices to which the stat-
ues bear involuntary witness still holds sway.
And if the power lives on, so do the depreda-
tions and injustices, which are truly the ones
under assault.

What power is this? In the European, Eu-
ro-descendent context, this power goes by the
name of capitalism, colonialism and patriar-
chy, three interconnected forms of power that
have been dominant for almost six centuries.
The former dates from the 15th century and
the other 2 existed long before that, but were
reconfigured by modern capitalism and then
placed at its service. All three are so inter-

twined that it is impossible for any of them to
exist without the other two. Therefore, what
we see as the past is an optical illusion, a
blindness to the present. Is colonialism a thing
of the past? Certainly not. Historical colonial-
ism—a specific form of colonialism in which
a given territory is occupied by a foreign pow-
er—may, indeed, be said to be a thing of the
past (although not entirely, as attested by the
cases of Western Sahara, West Papua and Pal-
estine). But colonialism has persisted to this
day in other guises, from neo-colonialism to
the plundering of the natural resources of for-
mer colonies to racism. If there was nothing
in this that was part of our present, the statues
would still be standing there, quietly left to
the pigeons.

To be specific, if there were no ghettoized
neighborhoods like Bairro da Jamaica in the
Greater Lisbon area; if, instead of being what
it is, the skin of the populations most exposed
to the virus were the same color as the skin of
those who are teleworking; if the police did
not resort to racist brutality or allow neo-Nazi
groups to infiltrate its professional organiza-
tions, the statues would still be undisturbed in
their stony or metal repose. Isn’t patriarchy on
the way out, what with all the gender equali-
ty laws and policies? Certainly not. Had the
feminist movements been fully successful, fe-
micide would not be on the rise, nor would the
pandemic have caused a sharp increase in vio-
lence against women in every single country.
Hasn’t capitalism come to an end? Certainly
not. This is probably the most perverse illu-
sion of all, one disseminated by the media and
by economists and many social scientists. For
many, capitalism used to be an ideology; now
we have markets, associates, entrepreneurs,
market economy, GDP, development. In fact,
over the last 40 years capitalism has increased
its capacity to produce injustice, as plainly re-
flected in the erosion of workers’ rights and
in wage stagnation (since 1969, in the U.S.).
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This stew of unjust power favors the rise of
racism, the negation of other stories, violence
against women, and homophobia. This power
is what the assault on the statues is directed
against. The assaults tend to emphasize the
anti-racist and anti-colonial struggles, but let
us not forget that the anti-sexist and anti-capi-
talist struggles are just as important.

The statues will not find peace as long as
these forms of power exist, especially if the
current virulence persists. Besides, the statues
only appear to be innocent, ill-chosen targets
because of today’s pervasive politics of re-
sentment: having ceased to grasp the causes
of our discontent, we’ve turned on the conse-
quences. That is why the impoverished white
U.S. worker believes that his worst enemy is
the Hispanic immigrant worker, who is actu-
ally poorer than he is. That is also why the
European middle class, fearful of losing all its
recent gains, believes that its worst enemies
are the immigrants and refugees. As long as
this power lives on, if those who wield it have
a shred of historical awareness and are at all
willing to make concessions, they should pru-
dently have the statues removed in orderly
fashion and build a museum for them. Next
they should ask artists, writers and scientists
from the country and from what we hastily
call our brother countries to engage in inter-
cultural dialogues with the statues and thereby
start building a creative liberation pedagogy.
The moment that happens, the past will leave
the present through the front door.

The conditions are now in place to take that
step, because in addition to having endured so
many humiliations, the wronged peoples are
creative and even well capable of seeing that
the power which has wronged them is also
seeking liberation. Let me share two stories
from my research experience as a sociolo-
gist. I was told the first story in 2002, when
I was doing field work on the Island of Mo-
zambique, in the northern part of the country.

There is a statue of Portuguese poet Luis de
Camdes (1524-1580) on the island, placed
there in colonial times. During the turbulence
that spread across the country after its inde-
pendence in 1975, the statue was removed
and stored in the captaincy’s warehouses.
There followed a several-year drought on the
island. The local sages gathered together, per-
formed their rituals and came to the conclu-
sion that the lack of rain had probably been
caused by the statue’s unseasonable removal.
They asked that the statue be brought back,
so there stands Camoes again, gazing at the
expanse of the Indian Ocean and bringing the
rain to fill the cistern. In this way, Camdes’s
statue and history have been reclaimed by the
Mozambican people.

The second story took place on July 24,
2014, when the descendants of the indigenous
children that are part of the polemic statue of
Father Anténio Vieira (1608-1697) in a Lis-
bon square visited the University of Coimbra’s
Center for Social Studies. This delegation of
Brazilian indigenous leaders, the largest ever
to come to Europe, included representatives
from the Guajajara, Macuxi, Munduruku,
Terena, Taurepang, Tukano, Yanomami and
Maya peoples. They came to thank me for
my pleading before Brazil’s Federal Supreme
Court in the process that led to the demarca-
tion of the Raposa Serra do Sol indigenous
land. Without wishing to belittle Canada’s
McGill University—the first on the list—or
any of the 18 universities that followed in
granting me honorary degrees, I consider the
headgear and the baton of command that were
given to me in that ceremony as one of the
honors I cherish the most. It was rather Father
Antonio Vieira’s statue who got it wrong, in
leading us to believe that those children have
remained children to this day. And there are
quite many people around who still believe th
at. VA
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Whistleblowing, the Pandemic and
a “Law and Order” System of Injus-
tice
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death toll from the novel coronavirus con-

tinues to climb, but as we have seen be-
fore with situations of crisis, truth does find
a way to make itself known. In the sense of
whistleblowing, we saw it with the crisis in-
volving the president, which demonstrated the
worth and power of whistleblowers to bring
accountability to power (though, of course,
the end result had more to do with denial than
truth). Now we see the revealing nature of
whistleblowing once again as so many have
been coming forward to reveal how we have
had no preparedness nor plan with regard to
combatting the coronavirus. Whistleblow-
ers have testified before Congress about how
woefully unprepared we have been and how
the response from those charged with pro-
tecting us and this nation has been, at best,
deemed inadequate, and at worse, negligent.
Imagine where we would be in this pandemic
without the courage of those who have dared
to come forward to reveal the realities of our
government’s response to and our prepared-
ness in a global crisis.

And, like the previous whistleblower epi-
sode, we have also seen the negative side of
the response to whistleblowers. Far too of-
ten, individuals who are out there on the front
lines, battling COVID-19 and tending to our
nation’s health, have been fired for having
the audacity to reveal the inadequacies of the
preparedness of our government and hospi-
tals during this crisis. Prior to this pandemic,
why should any of us have thought that some-
thing as simple as masks and other personal

It is hard to find many positives as the

protective equipment would be in short sup-
ply and that testing would be a “nice to have”
vital commodity? Those sorts of issues hap-
pen in other countries, right? And revealing
that uncomfortable truth has cost many fine
Americans their jobs. The cost of telling the
truth should not be hazardous, it should be
embraced, especially in times of crisis. Please
join me in continuing to commend those who
choose to step forward.

COVID-19 has been a kick in the compla-
cency of this nation and especially our lead-
ers. Thanks to the many brave souls on the
front lines coming forward to reveal the truth,
and through our own fortitude as individuals
and as a nation, we will persevere.

Now, there is something else I want to dis-
cuss, another kick in the complacency of our
nation. I have been agonizing, like so many
others over the death of George Floyd, and
wondering what I could possibly do or say
about that horrible tragedy. Seeing a police
officer with his knee on the neck of a subdued
African American filled me with a sorrow that
I have unfortunately felt before. Once again,
I find familiarity in the words of my favorite
scribe, “Oh, I have suffered with those that I
saw suffer” (The Tempest, Act I, Scene II).

Those, eventual lifelong, nine minutes
that the officer had his knee on the neck of a
pleading for his life George Floyd brought me
and my wife Holly to, unfortunately, familiar
tears. Prior to going to trial, I suffered along
with Michael Brown, whose bullet-riddled
body was allowed to remain in the street under
a bloody sheet for four hours, an undeniable
and foreboding message to every other Afri-
can American. While in prison, Alton Sterling
(the coincidence in name was not lost on me)
was brutally shot by instigating police officers
with no more regard for him as a human be-
ing than they would have for a target on the
shooting range. And since returning home
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from prison, Breonna Taylor was murdered in
her own home by the racial profiling guns of a
“no-knock warrant,” and Ahmaud Albury was
needlessly, and callously, killed by so-called
upstanding citizens with the same veracity of
a lynch mob. I suffer with them all not only as
an American citizen who should be outraged
by the actions of power against its own citi-
zens, but particularly as an African American
who continues to wonder when the official
carnage against us will stop.

While wrongfully imprisoned, I wrote about
how I found myself pondering whether the ra-
cial divide and cruelty in prison were merely
reflections of the racial divide and cruelty I
was seeing through television and radio win-
dows I had of the outside world. What sad-
dened me about where I was and what I was
witnessing was the feeling that my eventual
release would find me going from one prison
to another. As an African American, it is an
unmistakable, and far too often repeated and
professed truth that this country regards us as
inmates, in or out of prison.

There is nothing rhetorical about my senti-
ments, [ speak from experience. America, my
country, deemed an African American fight-
ing for his civil rights as a threat to nation-
al security. Then, to fully remind me of my
place, my country put me on trial and had to
do nothing more than prove that I was black
to wrongfully convict me of violating the Es-
pionage Act. What my experiences and those
of my fellow, murdered citizens, have in com-
mon is that those acts against us were perpe-
trated in the name of the law and not justice.
And that is a history and reality this country
refuses to acknowledge; African Americans
have always been considered a threat to not
only national security, but also a threat to the
national well-being of the nation and the law
has always been the foundation of that disen-
franchisement. We are branded the antithesis
of the American Dream. And time immemori-

al, the law has been used as the noose around,
and lately epitomized by a knee on the neck of
African Americans. True, I still have my life
and I feel disgusted even with the possibility
of having the thought that “at least I wasn’t
killed.” Do I have to feel fortunate that I am
still alive, yet trying to pick up the pieces of
a shattered life? There is no solace in surviv-
ing in a system that continues to suffocate the
life out of me, even after the law has had its
say. But, I am grateful to be alive. Compar-
isons made about the destructive nature of
official racism in this country on those killed
and those who have survived are not generally
made as impetus for change, but they should
be. It is a sad statement on the sensibilities of
this country when the only time there is out-
cry over racism is when there is a dead body
to mourn, of course along with accompanying
video.

I therefore find myself echoing Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. in his “Letter from a Birming-
ham Jail” when he lamented: “I have almost
reached the regrettable conclusion that the
Negro’s great stumbling block in his stride
toward freedom is not the White Citizen’s
Counciler or the Ku Klux Klanner, but the
white moderate, who is more devoted to ‘or-
der’ than to justice; who prefers a negative
peace which is the absence of tension to a pos-
itive peace which is the presence of justice;
who constantly says: ‘I agree with you in the
goal you seek, but I cannot agree with your
methods of direct action’; who paternalistical-
ly believes he can set the timetable for another
man’s freedom; who lives by a mythical con-
cept of time and who constantly advises the
Negro to wait for a ‘more convenient season.’
Shallow understanding from people of good
will is more frustrating than absolute mis-
understanding from people of ill will. Luke-
warm acceptance is much more bewildering
than outright rejection.”

The impact of those words on me was pro-
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found as I revisited them from prison, but
now they are painfully prophetic as a warning
that has been ignored. That “shallow under-
standing” and waiting for a “more convenient
season” were championed by the Obama ad-
ministration’s tactful avoidance of the racial
ills of the country. Immersing himself in ap-
peasing terms such as “institutional racism”
and “post-racial America” was nothing more
than the advancement of the “white moder-
ate” agenda Dr. King warned us about. It was
the law and order under the Obama adminis-
tration that sent me to prison, and that same
law felled Michael Brown, Trayvon Martin
and many others.

But, whereas Obama empowered it by
skirting racial issues, Trump is codifying and
encouraging the “white moderate” agenda.
Unlike others, Trump is not subtle about the
use of law and order. Trump’s callous nature
towards African Americans and our fight for
freedom and respect has emboldened the
white moderate to be comfortable and loud-
er, and far too often deadly in his/her disdain
for the non-American-Dream American. His
response to the killing of George Floyd and

the continued victimizing of African Ameri-

cans in this country is to avoid the issues by
figuratively and literally, hiding behind the
law. There is no “more convenient” season
for Trump on racial issues, the matter to him
is not up for debate. His threats to invoke the
Insurrection Act and deploy active-duty U.S.
troops to quell protests in cities across the na-
tion are not motivated by controlling the so-
called opportunists, but to restore the “nega-
tive peace.” To Trump, the threats to national
security are not only the African Americans
protesting their treatment at hands of the law,
but also anyone who stands with them. And he
has full justification in the law as his excuse.

But, where does justice stand in the view-
point of our law and order nation? We have
lived for too long living under and ignoring the
insidious peace offered and enforced by the
law of “white moderates.” There is no legit-
imacy for laws and their enforcement if their
purpose and use is the disenfranchisement of
an entire, meaningful segment of society. If
law and order in this country is equated with
justice, then Langston Hughes was right when
he penned:
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That Justice is a blind goddess

Is a thing to which we black are wise.
Her bandage hides two festering sores
That once perhaps were eyes

Indeed, George Floyd, Michael Brown and
the countless others, including myself, have
fallen victim to a system of justice that has
been blinded not by the quest for equality, but
by the sightlessness of a law and order system
and attitude that refuses to see and acknowl-
edge its own injustice.

So, I wonder what is next? That is the same
question I had when emerging from pris-
on, it remains the case. With what I’ve been
through, and under the suffering I have felt for
those who have been ultimately victimized,
I do not find it hard to believe Dr. King that
the great stumbling block for African Ameri-
cans has been and remains the law and order
“white moderate.” Half-hearted moves of ap-
peasement like banal criminal justice, police,
and prison reform have shown their worth to
heal for momentary lapses with eye-gouging
canned promises of change, but it has nev-
er been enough for real, substantive change.
There must be meaningful change in the law
and its application such that all citizens feel
protected and not subject to victimization by
it. We must stop empowering and encourag-
ing law enforcement from unilaterally taking
on the role of judge, jury, and executioner. I
can certainly see the potential good that can
come from dismantling or defunding the po-
lice, but whatever system that will step in the
blighted steps of the police will be no better
if its foundation remains the same laws and
system that have plagued racial equality in
this country. Judges and politicians need to
open their eyes to the inequities of a biased
system instead of rubber-stamping injustice
by hiding behind a broken rule of law. What

is necessary is nothing less than a complete
dismantling of an irreparable system of jus-
tice. Calls for accountability from our judges,
politicians, prosecutors and the police are not
enough when that accountability is founded
upon a system that is designed to ignore it. If
revolution has ever been called for, now is the
time. Unlike the white moderate sensibility
that sees all protests as violent and detracting
from the overall issues (thereby embodying
the problem), I know that a bloodless revolu-
tion is possible. The peaceful protests demon-
strate that the time for change is now.

The American psyche must come out from
behind the flag and confront the realities of
its quixotic view of the American dream
and American justice. Fundamental change
such as this cannot be piecemeal, it must be
far-reaching and complete. All vestiges of the
current system of white moderate law and or-
der must be obliterated. Only then will Amer-
ica live up to its own promise of freedom.

I may be idealistic in what I feel needs to
and can happen, but what other choice do I
have? What other choice do we have? I want
not only mine, but all the suffering I have wit-
nessed to end. VA

Jeffrey Sterling is a former CIA case officer who
was at the Agency, including the Iran Task Force,
for nearly a decade. He filed an employment
discrimination suit against the CIA, but the case
was dismissed as a threat to national security. He
served two and a half years in prison after being
convicted of violating the Espionage Act. No in-
criminating evidence was produced at trial and
Sterling continues to profess his innocence. His
memoir, Unwanted Spy: The Persecution of an
American Whistleblower, was published in late
2019. Sterling is the coordinator of The Project for
Accountability, sponsored by the RootsAction Ed-
ucation Fund. This article is being distributed by
ExposeFacts.
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vidence keeps growing that the U.S.
Ehas entered a second wave of the Coro-
navirus pandemic. More than 117,000
Americans thus far have died in just the past 3
months and more than 2.1 million have been
infected. That compares to roughly 460,000
and 7.6 million worldwide. With roughly 5
percent of the world’s population, the U.S. has
about 25 percent of the world’s virus cases—a
testimony to the abject failure of the U.S. to
manage the virus.
That failure is perhaps most evident in
Trump’s virtual withdrawal from the “war”

on the virus and what appears to be his new
strategy of letting states deal with it on their
own. Trump’s government is clearly in retreat,
concerned only with one thing: to get Trump
re-elected no matter what the cost in lives or
economic well-being of American citizens.

Trump’s policy boils down to this: totally
re-open the economy now, blame the states,
World Health Organization and the Chinese
for the crisis, declare the rising numbers of in-
fections, hospitalizations, etc. as “fake news,”
blame a second wave on increased testing,
and hold daily mass political rallies from now
until November.

Trump’s only concern is to hold rallies with
his conservative red state base that will ex-
acerbate the contagion effect of the virus. As
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President of only the 30 percent (his base), he
is little concerned about the country at large
or the virus “war” that has already killed more
Americans than every U.S. war together since
1945. Trump’s only actual order after he an-
nounced the activation of the war production
act months ago has been to force meatpacking
workers back to work or else forfeit their un-
employment benefits. Work or die, will be the
legacy of Trump as a “war president.”

Trump’s economic legacy, history will also
eventually show, is to have pushed for a pre-
mature reopening of the U.S. economy in the
middle of the pandemic and a resurgance of
virus infections.

Indicators of a second wave in the U.S. are
now rising in no fewer than 18 states, most of
which are located in the South and Southwest.

Key indicators of a virus re-surge in the
U.S.—like hospitalization rates, death rates,
and the test positivity rate—are all on the
increase throughout those 18 states. In some
states, like Arizona, the availability of ICU
beds is fast approaching maximum capacity.
Texas is now experiencing more than 2,247
new hospitalizations per day, after re-opening
its economy on May 1—that’s 7 straight days
of rising hospitalizations per day for the state.
Florida also experienced a new one day record
of more than 1,900 cases. Alabama, Arkansas
and South Carolina are all witnessing surging
hospitalizations as well, approaching max ca-
pacity in ICU beds.

But it’s not just the deep South. West coast
states—Nevada, Oregon, Alaska, and oth-
ers—are recording a new rise in cases, revers-
ing a prior downward trend. That fact suggests
what’s going on now is more than just a first
wave. What we may now have is a simulta-
neous extension of the first wave into the red
states, as well as an emergence of a second
wave congruent with that extension.

Meanwhile, scientists have recently con-
firmed that the coronavirus has indeed now

mutated, and is potentially five times more
contagious.

Congruent Developments Fanning
The Second Wave

It is in this general environment that the U.S.
is now rushing toward re-opening its econ-
omy, especially in the South, Southwest and
Mid-west, where a more or less full re-open-
ing is entering its fifth week in some cases.
Added to the premature re-opening are public
demonstrations against policy brutality that
have grown and continue to grow, overlaid on
the economic re-opening. Perhaps the biggest
factor contributing to the emergence of a sec-
ond wave, however, has been the lack of pub-
lic self-discipline in many states, especially
the “red” ones where Trump’s political base is
concentrated. A rising disregard of social dis-
tancing has been the growing norm in many
states. It’s not just that many people don’t
believe they can catch the virus; it’s also that
they just don’t care if they spread it if they do
get sick.

Add to all this the example of President
Trump, who has announced he now plans
to begin holding mass election rallies—thus
sending the message to the public it’s okay to
engage in mass gatherings. And if they follow
Trump’s example, they’ll do so without wear-
ing face masks. As the moronic right wing
blogosphere has been saying—and Trump has
again picked up—the rising rates of infection
are because we’re testing too much. Social
distancing may have “flattened the curve” in
places like New York City and big urban cen-
ters of the Northeast. But the general econom-
ic re-opening now underway, the widespread
protests and demonstrations against police



Z MAGAZINE JULY 2020

FEATURE

brutality, Trump’s personal behavior example
to his political base and, probably and most
important, the general lack of social discipline
by the populace in many regions like the coun-
try, have ensured the effects of COVID-19 in
the U.S. are now on the rise once again.

And it does not appear any of these sources
driving a second wave are about to abate any
time soon.

Trump administration key spokespersons,
like economic advisor Larry Kudlow and
Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin, have both
declared publicly that the U.S. economy will
not shut down and shelter in place again a
second time. Trump thus has decided to trade
tens of thousands of more U.S. lives for the
right of business to return to producing reve-
nues and profits.

Nor does it appear Black Lives Matters pro-
testors, mobilizing against decades of intensi-
fying police brutality, will relent in their pub-
lic demonstrations.

Nor that a majority of residents of the “red”
states will finally acknowledge the need for
social discipline and social distancing soon by
all indicators when the trend is actually oppo-
site.

Nor does it appear Trump is about to recon-
sider holding mass election rallies, an action
that sends a clear message to the rest of the
country that it’s okay to gather in large groups,
to abandon social distancing, and mask wear-
ing.

A second Wave Means W-Shape
Economic Stagnation...Or Worse

In short, it is increasingly likely that things
are about to get worse in terms of U.S. pub-
lic health. And as that happens, so too will the
U.S. economy experience a further negative
impact from the virus. A second wave now
emerging means not just a further decline in

public health, but an eventual second wave of
problems for the U.S. economy as well.

What a second wave all but ensures is
that the U.S. economic recovery will not be
V-Shape but a W-Shape; that is, a W-shape
recovery characterized by periods of short
and shallow GDP growth, followed by brief
periodic economic relapses thereafter. These
short, shallow recoveries and relapses may re-
peat and continue for years to come.

Should the economic stress building from
weak, short and shallow recoveries—i.e. an
extended deep economic stagnation for years
to come—result in an inevitable flood of busi-
ness, local government, and household debt
defaults and bankruptcies, it will eventually
overwhelm the financial system, and could
usher in an economic depression perhaps even
worse than the 1930s.

Great Depressions are always the result of
mutually amplifying crises in the real and fi-
nancial sectors of the economy. The current
deep contraction of the U.S. economy has yet
to experience a subsequent banking-financial
system crash. However, the longer the current
seriously wounded U.S. economy continues to
stagnate, slipping in and out of recessions for
years, the more likely it becomes that a wave
of business and consumer defaults (i.e. failure
to pay interest and principal) on record levels
of business-household-local government debt
will wash over the economy.

When that happens, banks will have to as-
sume the bad debt of failed companies, house-
holds, and local governments on their own
bank balance sheets. That freezes up lending
to business and households in general. Further
mass layoffs then follow. Following the bank
lending freeze, the real economy contracts
still further as the banking system crashes. A
financial crisis converges with the real, deep
economic contraction and stagnation already
underway. As the two systems—financial and
real economy—mutually interact and ampli-
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fy each other, the outcome is a descent into a
bona fide economic depression.

2008-09 Great Recession & 2020
Briefly Compared

In 2008-09 it was the financial side that
crashed first, subsequently dragging down
the real economy 5-10 percent for several
quarters and producing unemployment rates
of 15-20 percent. Thereafter it took six years
just to recover the jobs lost in 2008-09 and
return to 2007 employment levels. Wages for
most working families stagnated or fell for
the next decade. Working class family debt
ballooned in lieu of real wage gains across
all categories—credit cards, autos, mortgage,
student debt, installment debt, etc.—to almost
$15 trillion today. In the first three months of
the virus, household debt has risen 16 percent
more, according to the New York Federal Re-
serve. Federal Reserve policies of 2008-09
quickly bailed out investors and the banks,
but did little for jobs, wage and income levels
for workers, and working class living stan-
dards in general.

At the same time, corporate profits nearly

tripled from 2009 to 2019. Corporate Amer-
ica, in turn, awarded its shareholders nicely.
Stock buybacks and dividend payouts under
Obama averaged more than $800 billion a
year from 2009 through 2016. Trump added
a further $3.4 trillion in just 3 years. That’s a
total of more than $10 trillion of income and
wealth distributed to shareholders in a decade.
In contrast to wage stagnation and decline for
the bottom 80 percent of U.S. households.

This time, in 2020, the causal relationships
between the two sectors—real and financial—
are reversed. This time it’s a crash of the real
side of the economy, at least four times worse
than that which occurred in 2008-09.

In 2008-09 it was the financial crash that
precipitated, accelerated and deepened the
real economic contraction. Today in 2020,
the causal relation is reversed, and may prove
worse. The real economy contraction and ex-
tended stagnation may precipitate a financial
crisis which, in turn, could feedback further
on the real economy and cause an even deeper
and longer contraction. Mutual feedback his-
torically always leads to a great depression. It
doesn’t matter which precipitates which. The
mutual negative interaction is the key deter-
minant that drives the depression.

In just the first wave of COVID-19, from
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late February through May 2020, working
class households lost more than $1 trillion net
in wage income—even after $500 billion in
expanded unemployment benefits and gov-
ernment stimulus checks are factored in. In
contrast, corporations were provided since
March with $1.7 trillion in loans and grants
plus another $650 billion in further business
tax cuts under the March 2020 CARES Act.
And the Federal Reserve has provided another
$3.3 trillion in loans to banks, to corporations,
and to investors as well. That’s a 10 to 1 ratio:
more than $5.5 trillion to business and only
$500 billion to the rest. Most of the subsidy to
business is being hoarded, moreover; where-
as, most of the $500 billion has been already
spent. Neither provide any further real stimu-
lus to the economy in the second half of 2020.

In the second wave on the horizon, more-
over, more of the same is yet to come, as it
appears likely Congress, in its forthcoming
HEROES Act, will discontinue the March
2020 unemployment benefits extension that
expires the end of July; will refuse to provide
further income supplement checks; and will
instead use the “savings” from such programs
to provide direct wage subsidies to business.
By some estimates, the government (and thus
the taxpayer) plans to subsidize business fur-
ther by providing a wage subsidy of up to 85
percent of wages that were previously paid
by businesses to their employees. In short, in-
stead of unemployment benefits to workers, it
will be wage payment subsidies to businesses.

The Great Capitalist Experiment:
Pre-Bail Out the System

o far the Fed has staved off a banking crash
by pumping $3.3 trillion into bankers and
investors, in effect preemptively bailing them
out before a crash actually occurs. Congress

has provided another $1.7 trillion so far to pre
bailout the non-banking side of the business
economy with loans and free grants, plus an-
other $650 billion business-investor tax cuts.
The Fed has promised even more “free mon-
ey’ to banks and businesses. And Congress
has signaled it is prepared to provide still
more to business—if not to workers, consum-
ers, and state and local governments.

Capitalism in the U.S. today is engaged in
a massive subsidization of capitalism itself
on a grand scale never experienced or even
envisioned before. It is flooding the system
with free money and liquidity (loans, grants,
tax cuts, QE, corporate bond purchases, etc.)
in an attempt to prevent another “great reces-
sion” of 2008-09 that would prove to be an
even “greater recession of 2020-21”—or per-
haps morph into the first Great Depression of
the 21st century.

The COVID-19 effect, whether first or sec-
ond wave, is not the sole factor driving the
economy and the current economic crisis.
Forces have now set in motion a continuing
economic crisis, virus or no virus. It’s just a
matter of time and place before the econom-
ic crisis enters a new and even more unstable
phase.

It’s nota COVID-19 economy. It’s a capital-
ist economy, the instability of which has been
rendered even more unstable by the current
COVID-19 health crisis. And that instability
is not going away should the virus disappear
which, of course, is not about to happen ei-
ther. VA

Dr. Jack Rasmus is author of the recently pub-
lished book, The Scourge of Neoliberalism: US
Economic Policy from Reagan to Trump, Clarity
Press, January 2020. He blogs at jackrasmus.
com and hosts the weekly radio show, Alternative
Visions. His twitter handle is @drjackrasmus.
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As US protests show, the challenge
1s how to rise above the violence in-
herent in state power

By Jonathan Cook
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ere is one thing I can write with an
Hunusual degree of certainty and confi-

dence: Minneapolis police officer Der-
ek Chauvin would not have been charged with
the murder of George Floyd had the United
States not been teetering on a knife edge of
open revolt.

Had demonstrators not turned out in mas-
sive numbers on the streets and refused to be
corralled back home by the threat of police
violence, the U.S. legal system would have
simply turned a blind eye to Chauvin’s act of
extreme brutality, as it has done before over
countless similar acts.

Without the mass protests, it would have
made no difference that Floyd’s murder was
caught on camera, that it was predicted by
Floyd himself in his cries of “I can’t breathe”
as Chauvin spent nearly nine minutes pressing
his knee to Floyd’s neck, or that the outcome
was obvious to spectators who expressed their
growing alarm as Floyd lost consciousness.
At most, Chauvin would have had to face, as
he had many times before, an ineffectual dis-
ciplinary investigation over “misconduct.”

Without the current ferocious mood of an-
ger directed at the police and sweeping much
of the nation, Chauvin would have found him-
self as immune from accountability and pros-
ecution as so many police officers before him
who gunned down or lynched black citizens.

Instead he is the first white police officer in
the state of Minnesota ever to be criminally
charged over the death of a black man. After
initially arguing that there were mitigating
factors to be considered, prosecutors hur-
riedly changed course to declare Chauvin’s
indictment the fastest they had ever initiated.
Then Minneapolis’s police chief was forced
to call the other three officers who stood by as
Floyd was murdered in front of them “com-
plicit.”
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Confrontation, not contrition

f the authorities’ placatory indictment of

Chauvin—on the least serious charge they
could impose, based on incontrovertible evi-
dence they could not afford to deny—amounts
to success, then it is only a little less depress-
ing than failure.

Worse still, though most protesters are try-
ing to keep their demonstrations nonviolent,
many of the police officers dealing with the
protests look far readier for confrontation
than contrition. The violent attacks by police
on protesters, including the use of vehicles for
rammings, suggest that it is Chauvin’s mur-
der charge—not the slow, barbaric murder of
Floyd by one of their number—that has in-
censed fellow officers. They expect continu-
ing impunity for their violence.

Similarly, the flagrant mistreatment by po-
lice of corporate media outlets simply for
reporting developments, from the arrest of a
CNN crew to physical assaults on BBC staff,
underlines the sense of grievance harbored
by many police officers when their culture of
violence is exposed for all the world to see.
They are not reeling it in, they are widening
the circle of “enemies.”

Nonetheless, it is entirely wrong to suggest,
as a New York Times editorial did, that police
impunity can be largely ascribed to “powerful
unions” shielding officers from investigation
and punishment. The editorial board needs to
go back to school. The issues currently being
exposed to the harsh glare of daylight get to
the heart of what modern states are there to
do—matters rarely discussed outside of polit-
ical theory classes.

Right to bear arms

he success of the modern state, like the

monarchies of old, rests on the public’s
consent, explicit or otherwise, to its monopoly
of violence. As citizens, we give up what was
once deemed an inherent or “natural” right to
commit violence ourselves and replace it with
a social contract in which our representatives
legislate supposedly neutral, just laws on our
behalf. The state invests the power to enforce
those laws in a supposedly disciplined, be-
nevolent police force—there to “protect and
serve”—while a dispassionate court system
judges suspected violators of those laws.

That is the theory, anyway.

In the case of the United States, the state’s
monopoly on violence has been muddied by a
constitutional “right to bear arms,” although,
of course, the historic purpose of that right
was to ensure that the owners of land and
slaves could protect their “property.” Only
white men were supposed to have the right to
bear arms.

Today, little has changed substantively, as
should be obvious the moment we consider
what would have happened had it been black
militia that recently protested the COVID-19
lockdown by storming the Michigan state
capitol, venting their indignation in the faces
of white police officers.

(In fact, the U.S. authorities’ reaction to the
Black Panthers movement through the late
1960s and 1970s is salutary enough for any-
one who wishes to understand how dangerous
it is for a black man to bear arms in his own
defense against the violence of white men.)

Brutish violence

he monopoly of violence by the state is
justified because most of us have suppos-
edly consented to it in an attempt to avoid a
Hobbesian world of brutish violence where
individuals, families and tribes enforce their
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own, less disinterested versions of justice.
But of course the state system is not as neu-
tral or dispassionate as it professes, or as most
of us assume. Until the struggle for univer-
sal suffrage succeeded—a practice that in all
western states can be measured in decades,
not centuries—the state was explicitly there
to uphold the interests of a wealthy elite, a
class of landed gentry and newly emerging

”»
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industrialists, as well as a professional class
that made society run smoothly for the benefit
of that elite.

What was conceded to the working class
was the bare minimum to prevent them from
rising up against the privileges enjoyed by the
rest of society.

That was why, for example, Britain did
not have universal health care—the National
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Health Service—until after the Second World
War, 30 years after men received the vote and
20 years after women won the same right. Only
after the war did the British establishment
start to fear that a newly empowered working
class—of returning soldiers who knew how to
bear arms, backed by women who had been
released from the home to work on the land or
in munitions factories to replace the departed

FEATURE

men—might no longer be willing to accept a
lack of basic health care for themselves and
their loved ones.

It was in this atmosphere of an increasingly
organized and empowered labor movement—
reinforced by the need to engineer more con-
sumerist societies to benefit newly emerging
corporations—that European social democra-
cy was born. (Paradoxically, the post-war U.S.




Marshall Plan helped subsidize the emergence
of Europe’s major social democracies, includ-
ing their public health care systems, even as
similar benefits were denied domestically to
Americans.)

Creative legal interpretations

To maintain legitimacy for the state’s mo-
nopoly on violence, the legal establish-
ment has had to follow the same minimalist
balancing act as the political establishment.
The courts cannot simply rationalize and
justify the implicit and sometimes explicit use

of violence in law enforcement without regard
to public sentiment. Laws are amended, but
equally significantly they are creatively inter-
preted by judges so that they fit the ideolog-
ical and moral fashions and prejudices of the
day, to ensure the public feels justice is being
done.

In the main, however, we the public have
a very conservative understanding of right
and wrong, of justice and injustice, which has
been shaped for us by a corporate media that
both creates and responds to those fashions
and trends to ensure that the current system
continues undisturbed, allowing for the ev-
er-greater accumulation of wealth by an elite.
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That is why so many of us are viscerally ap-
palled by looting on the streets by poor peo-
ple, but reluctantly accept as a fact of life the
much larger intermittent looting of our taxes,
of our banks, of our homes by the state to bail
out a corporate elite that cannot manage the
economy it created.

Again, the public’s deference to the system
is nurtured to ensure it does not rise up.

Muscle on the street

ut the legal system doesn’t just have a

mind; it has muscle too. Its front-line en-
forcers, out on the street, get to decide who
is a criminal suspect, who is dangerous or
subversive, who needs to be deprived of their
liberty, and who is going to have violence in-
flicted upon them. It is the police that initially
determine who spends time in a jail cell and
who comes before a court. And in some cases,
as in George Floyd’s, it is the police that de-
cide who is going to be summarily executed
without a trial or a jury.

The state would prefer, of course, that po-
lice officers don’t kill unarmed citizens in the
street—and even more so that they don’t carry
out such acts in full view of witnesses and on
camera, as Chauvin did. The state’s objections
are not primarily ethical. State bureaucracies
are not overly invested in matters beyond the
need to maintain external and internal securi-
ty: defending the borders from outside threats,
and ensuring internal legitimacy through the
cultivation of citizens’ consent.

But the issue of for whom and for what the
state keeps its territory safe has become hard-
er to conceal over time. Nowadays, the state’s
political processes and its structures have
been almost completely captured by corpora-
tions. As a result, the maintenance of internal
and external security is less about ensuring an
orderly and safe existence for citizens than

about creating a stable territorial platform
for globalized businesses to plunder local re-
sources, exploit local labor forces and gener-
ate greater profits by transforming workers
into consumers.

Increasingly, the state has become a hol-
lowed-out vessel through which corporations
order their business agendas. States function
primarily now to compete with each other in a
battle to minimize the obstacles facing global
corporations as they seek to maximize their
wealth and profits in each state’s territory. The
state’s role is to avoid getting in the way of
corporations as they extract resources (dereg-
ulation), or, when this capitalist model regu-
larly collapses, come to the aid of the corpo-
rations with more generous bailouts than rival
states.

Murder could prove a spark

his is the political context for understand-

ing why Chauvin is that very rare exam-
ple of a white police officer facing a murder
charge for killing a black man.

Chauvin’s gratuitous and incendiary mur-
der of Floyd—watched by any American with
a screen, and with echoes of so many other
recent cases of unjustifiable police brutality
against black men, women and children—is
the latest spark that risks lighting a conflagra-
tion.

In the heartless, amoral calculations of the
state, the timing of Chauvin’s very public act
of barbarity could not have been worse. There
were already rumblings of discontent over
federal and state authorities’ handling of the
new virus; fears over the catastrophic conse-
quences for the U.S. economy; outrage at the
inequity—yet again—of massive bailouts for
the biggest corporations but paltry help for or-
dinary workers; and the social and personal
frustrations caused by lockdown.
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There is also a growing sense that the po-
litical class, Republican and Democrat alike,
has grown sclerotic and unresponsive to the
plight of ordinary Americans—an impres-
sion only underscored by the fallout from the
COVID-19 pandemic.

For all these reasons, and many others, peo-
ple were ready to take to the streets. Floyd’s
murder gave them the push.

The need for loyal police

In these circumstances, Chauvin had to be
charged, even if only in the hope of assuag-
ing that anger, of providing a safety valve re-
leasing some of the discontent.

But charging Chauvin is no simple matter
either. To ensure its survival, the state needs to
monopolize violence and internal security, to
maintain its exclusive definition of what con-
stitutes order, and to keep the state as a safe
territorial platform for business. The alterna-
tive is the erosion of the nation state’s author-
ity, and the possibility of its demise.

This was the rationale behind Donald
Trump’s notorious tweet—censored by Twit-
ter for “glorifying violence”—that warned:
“When the looting starts, the shooting starts.”
Not surprisingly, he invoked the words of a
racist Miami police chief, Walter Headley,
who threatened violence against the Afri-
can-American community in the late 1960s.
At the time Headley additionally stated:
“There’s no communication with them except
force.”

Trump may be harking back to an ugly era
of what was once called “race relations,” but
the sentiment lies at the heart of the state’s
mission.

The state needs its police forces loyal and
ready to use violence. It cannot afford discon-
tent in the ranks, or that sections of the police
corps no longer identify their own interests

with the state’s. The state dares not alienate
police officers for fear that, when they are
needed most, during times of extreme dissent
like now, they will not be there—or worse
still, that they will have joined the dissenters.

As noted, elements in the police are already
demonstrating their disenchantment over
Chauvin’s indictment as well as their sense
of grievance against the media—bolstered by
Donald Trump’s regular verbal assaults on
journalists. That sentiment helps to explain
the unprecedented attacks by the police on re-
liably compliant major media outlets covering
the protests.

Ideological twins

he need to keep the security forces loyal is

why the state fosters a sense of separate-
ness between the police and those sections
of the populace that it defines as potentially
threatening order, thereby uniting more priv-
ileged segments of society in fear and hos-
tility.

The state cultivates in the police and sec-
tions of the public a sense that police violence
is legitimate by definition when it targets in-
dividuals or groups it portrays as threatening
or subversive. It also encourages the view
that the police enjoy impunity a priori in such
cases because they alone can decide what
constitutes a menace to society (shaped, of
course, by popular discourses promoted by
the state and the corporate media).

“Threat” is defined as any dissent against
the existing order, whether it is a black man
answering back and demonstrating “atti-
tude,” or mass protests against the system,
including against police violence. In this
way, the police and the state are ideological
twins. The state approves whatever the po-
lice do; while the police repress whatever the
state defines as a threat. If it is working effec-
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tively, state-police violence becomes a circu-
lar, self-rationalizing system.

Throwing the protests a bone

harging Chauvin risks disrupting that

system, creating a fault line between the
state and the police, one of the state’s most
essential agencies. Which is why the charging
of a police officer in these circumstances is
such an exceptional event, and has been dic-
tated by the current exceptional outpouring of
anger.

Prosecutors are trying to find a delicate com-
promise between two conflicting demands:
between the need to reassure the police that
their violence is always legitimate (carried out
“in the line of duty”) and the need to stop the
popular wave of anger escalating to a point

where the existing order might break down.
In these circumstances, Chauvin needs to be
charged but with the least serious indictment
possible—given the irrefutable evidence pre-
sented in the video—in the hope that, once the
current wave of anger has subsided, he can be
found not guilty; or if found guilty, given a
lenient sentence; or if sentenced more harshly,
pardoned.

Chauvin’s indictment is like throwing a
chewed-dry bone to a hungry dog, from the
point of view of the state authorities. It is an
act of parsimonious appeasement, designed to
curb non-state violence or the threat of such
violence.

The indictment is not meant to change a po-
lice culture—or an establishment one—that
presents black men as an inherent threat to
order. It will not disrupt regulatory and le-
gal systems that are wedded to the view that
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(white, conservative) police officers are on
the front line defending civilizational values
from (black or leftwing) “lawbreakers.” And
it will not curtail the state’s commitment to
ensuring that the police enjoy impunity over
their use of violence.

Change is inevitable

healthy state—committed to the social
ontract—would be capable of finding
ways to accommodate discontent before it
reaches the level of popular revolt. The scenes
playing out across the U.S. are evidence that
state institutions, captured by corporate mon-
ey, are increasingly incapable of responding
to demands for change. The hollowed-out
state represents not its citizens, who are capa-
ble of compromise, but the interests of glob-
al forces of capital that care little what takes
place on the streets of Minneapolis or New
York so long as the corporations can continue
to accumulate wealth and power.

Why would we expect these global forces
to be sensitive to popular unrest in the U.S.
when they have proven entirely insensitive to
the growing signals of distress from the plan-
et, as its life-support systems recalibrate for
our pillage and plunder in ways we will strug-
gle to survive as a species?

Why would the state not block the path to
peaceful change, knowing it excels in the use
of violence, when it blocks the path to reform
that might curb the corporate assault on the
environment?

These captured politicians and officials—on
the “left” and right—will continue fanning the
flames, stoking the fires, as Barack Obama’s
former national security adviser Susan Rice
did when she denied the evidence of police
violence shown on Youtube and the very real
distress of an underclass abandoned by the po-
litical class when she suggested that the pro-

tests were being directed from the Kremlin.

This kind of bipartisan denial of reality only
underscores how quickly we are entering a
period of crisis and revolt. From the G8 pro-
tests, to the Occupy movement, to Extinction
Rebellion, to the schools protests, to the Yel-
low Vests, to the current fury on U.S. streets,
there is evidence all around that the center is
struggling to maintain its hold. The U.S. im-
perial project is overstretched, the global cor-
porate elite is over-extended, living on credit,
resources are depleting, the planet is recali-
brating. Something will have to give.

The challenge to the protesters—either
those on the streets now or those who follow
in their wake—is how to surmount the state’s
violence and how to offer a vision of a dif-
ferent, more hopeful future that restores the
social contract.

Lessons will be learned through protest, de-
fiance and disobedience, not in a courtroom
where a police officer stands trial as an entire
political and economic system is allowed to
carry on with its crimes. VA

This essay first appeared on Jonathan Cook’s
blog: https://www.jonathan-cook.net/blog/

Jonathan Cook won the Martha Gellhorn Special
Prize for Journalism. His books include Israel and
the Clash of Civilisations: Iraq, Iran and the Plan
to Remake the Middle East (Pluto Press) and Dis-
appearing Palestine: Israel’s Experiments in Hu-
man Despair (Zed Books). His website is www.
jonathan-cook.net.
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Black Lives and the Green New Deal

By Jeremy Brecher




We are in the midst of the largest mass up-
rising in half a century. It is a response
to the killing of an unarmed Black man named
George Floyd by a Minneapolis police officer.
But it challenges a pattern of Black oppres-
sion that goes far beyond one cop killing one
Black person, indeed, far beyond the issues of
police abuse of the Black community.

Racial inequality reaches every dimension
of American life. Median household income is
70 percent higher for whites than for Blacks.
White families have five times the liquid as-

sets of Blacks. Inequality in health, housing,
education, and longevity is comparably ex-
treme. This deadly inequality has been com-
pounded in the COVID-19 era. Black people
are dying at nearly twice the American aver-
age. As of April more than half of the adult
Black population was unemployed. (“Analy-
sis: George Floyd, coronavirus and inequal-
ity stealing Black lives,” Center for Public
Integrity, June 5, 2020. https://publicintegrity.
org/inequality-poverty-opportunity/george-
floyd-coronavirus-and-the-inequality-steal-

Z MAGAZINE PAGE 78



Z MAGAZINE JULY 2020

FEATURE

ing-black-lives/)

Systematic discrimination against African
Americans goes back to slavery. The abolition
of slavery did not free African Americans, or
other Black Americans, from systemic domi-
nation and exploitation—it continued as sub-
jugation to racial terrorism, lynch law, pov-
erty, and discrimination in jobs, education,
housing, and every other sphere of life. And
it was not ended by the civil rights legislation
of the 1960s—indeed, even those gains have
been rolled back in the Trump era.

Racial inequality is part of the broader pic-
ture of inequality in America. The richest 400
Americans own more of the country’s wealth
than the bottom 60 percent of the popula-
tion, and their share has tripled over the past
40 years. (Christopher Ingraham, “‘Wealth
Concentration Returning to Levels Last Seen
during the Roaring Twenties,” According to
New Research,” Washington Post, Febru-
ary 8, 2019.” https://www.washingtonpost.
com/us-policy/2019/02/08/wealth-concentra-
tion-returning-levels-last-seen-during-roar-
ing-twenties-according-new-research/).
Fighting racial inequality benefits everyone in
the 99%. The uprising against racial domina-
tion provides an opportunity to challenge the
broader domination of all working people by
the tiny minority we are all forced directly to
work for.

How can a movement that starts with street
protests against a police killing become the
means to dismantle systematic racial inequal-
ity and injustice? That is a question that will
have to be answered by the evolving action
of millions of people. To probe that ques-
tion, let’s look at an example of a pathway
that might lead from today’s uprising to the
replacement of today’s system of racial domi-
nation with a society of equals.

People’s Budget—LA

n May 24, 2020 more than 3,000 Los
Angeles residents took part in an online
“participatory budgeting process” organized
by the People’s Budget Coalition convened
by Black Lives Matter-Los Angeles. (“The
People’s Budget: Los Angeles 2020-2021”
https://peoplesbudgetla.files.wordpress.
com/2020/05/peoplesbudgetreport may26.
pdf) Based on previous research and surveys,
they developed an alternative budget that rad-
ically reversed the city’s priorities. It allocat-
ed 44 percent of the city’s budget to Univer-
sal Aid and Crisis Management; 26 percent
to the Built Environment; and 24 percent to
Reimagined Community Safety. It allocated
6 percent to Law Enforcement and Police—
about one-tenth of the 54 percent in the city’s
proposed budget. It happened to be the day
before George Floyd was murdered.
Theuprising inthe days that followed Floyd’s
killing was massive. An estimated 3,000 peo-
ple were arrested in Los Angeles County.
(James Queally, Ben Welsh, “Arrests during
George Floyd protests swell to near 3,000 in
L.A. County; many are locals,” LA Times,
June 2, 2020. https://www.latimes.com/cal-
ifornia/story/2020-06-02/george-floyd-pro-
tests-los-angeles-arrests-locals) The People’s
Budget proposal to reallocate funds from the
police to community needs was a widespread
demand. Actions included rallies outside the
mayor’s home calling for such a change. Al-
though he had previously added $600 million
to the police budget, the Mayor unexpectedly
announced he would now cut the department
by more than $100 million. (Jack Brewster,
“LA Mayor Slashes LAPD Budget As Calls
To ‘Defund Police’ Slowly Pick Up Steam”
Forbes, June 4, 2020. https://www.forbes.
com/sites/jackbrewster/2020/06/04/la-mayor-
slashes-lapd-budget-as-calls-to-defund-po-
lice-slowly-pick-up-steam/#3e75c86b1ba3)
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There is more to the People’s Budget LA
than just “defunding” the police. It lays out
detailed plans to transform life in the city. Its
top priority is “Universal Aid and Crisis Man-
agement.” In the short term that means meet-
ing basic needs like housing, food, healthcare,
economic assistance and emergency relief.
Longer term it involves “long-term housing,
renter support and emergency housing, food
assistance, support for those seeking work,
support for small businesses, providing public
health care, offering youth development pro-
grams and supporting youth centers, fighting
the impacts of climate change and ensuring
our city’s environment is protected.” It also
invests in physical infrastructure like “public
transportation, libraries, parks, public works
and the fire department.”

The People’s Budget LA aims for “reimag-
ining community safety” without law enforce-
ment intervention. Communities would deter-
mine what they need to be safe, such as family
counseling, restorative justice programs, rep-
arations to victims and their families, commu-
nity-led crisis response programs, gang pre-
vention/intervention/recovery without police
involvement, and domestic violence preven-
tion/intervention/recovery without police in-
volvement.

A Platform for Black Lives

Defunding the police and using the mon-
ey to fund community needs has rap-
idly emerged as a core demand of the Black
Lives Matter uprising that has spread over the
last two weeks to hundreds of cities in every
state in America. A petition circulated by the
Movement for Black Lives and more than 100
other black rights organizations asks local of-
ficials to:

1. Vote no on all increases to police budgets

2. Vote yes to decrease police spending and
budgets

3. Vote yes to increase spending on health
care, education and community programs
that keep us safe. (“SIGN: Celebrities &
Community Are Calling to Defund the
Police and Invest in Black Communities.”
https://www.defendingblacklives.org/de-
fund-police-sign-on/)

In New York City, 48 city council candidates
are calling for a $1 billion cut to the NYPD’s
$6 billion budget over 4 years to help fund
programs like summer employment for youth.
Minneapolis, Dallas, Philadelphia, Nashville,
and are witnessing similar campaigns—
and the number is growing every day. (Jack
Brewster.  http://19thwardchicago.blogspot.
com/2020/06/defund-policewhat-great-way-
to-cut-taxes.html) Most dramatically, follow-
ing calls from activists to “defund the police,”
the Minneapolis City Council voted to dis-
band its police department and invest in com-
munity-based public safety.

The call to “defund the police” is only one
piece of a far wider comprehensive program
advocated by the Movement for Black Lives.
(“Movement for Black Lives Policy Plat-
form.”  https://m4bl.org/policy-platforms/)
The Movement for Black Lives had its origin
in 2016, when 50 organizations that had been
involved with the Black Lives Matter upris-
ing issued a Movement for Black Lives Policy
Platform that included scores of concrete pro-
posals to reverse structural inequality. (Jeremy
Brecher, “The Living Legacy of Black Lives
Matter,” Labor Network for Sustainability,
June 3, 2020. https://www.labor4sustainabil-
ity.org/strike/the-living-legacy-of-blacklives-
matter/) Its “Economic Justice” program, for
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example, calls for:

* A progressive restructuring of tax codes
at the local, state, and federal levels to
ensure a radical and sustainable redistri-
bution of wealth.

* Federal and state job programs that spe-
cifically target the most economically
marginalized Black people. Job programs
must provide a living wage and encourage
support for local workers centers, unions,
and Black-owned businesses which are
accountable to the community.

* A right to restored land, clean air, clean
water and housing and an end to the ex-
ploitative privatization of natural resourc-
es—including land and water. We seek
democratic control over how resources
are preserved, used and distributed and
do so while honoring and respecting the
rights of our Indigenous family.

* The right for workers to organize in public
and private sectors.

* Financial support of Black alternative in-
stitutions including policy that subsidizes
and offers low-interest, interest-free or
federally guaranteed low-interest loans to
promote the development of cooperatives
(food, residential, etc.), land trusts and
culturally responsive health infrastruc-
tures that serve the collective needs of our
communities.

And its “Invest-Divest” program calls for:

e Areallocation of funds at the federal, state
and local level from policing and incarcer-
ation (JAG, COPS, VOCA) to long-term
safety strategies such as education, local
restorative justice services, and employ-
ment programs.

* Real, meaningful, and equitable univer-
sal health care that guarantees: proximity
to nearby comprehensive health centers,

culturally competent services for all peo-
ple, specific services for queer, gender
nonconforming, and trans people, full
bodily autonomy, full reproductive ser-
vices, mental health services, paid paren-
tal leave, and comprehensive quality child
and elder care.

* A constitutional right at the state and
federal level to a fully-funded education
which includes a clear articulation of the
right to: a free education for all, special
protections for queer and trans students,
wrap around services, social workers, free
health services (including reproductive
body autonomy), a curriculum that ac-
knowledges and addresses students’ ma-
terial and cultural needs, physical activi-
ty and recreation, high quality food, free
daycare, and freedom from unwarranted
search, seizure or arrest.

* A divestment from industrial multina-
tional use of fossil fuels and investment
in community-based sustainable energy
solutions.

* Acutin military expenditures and a reallo-
cation of those funds to invest in domestic
infrastructure and community well-being.

Transforming the position of Black Amer-
icans in American society requires systemic
changes in the American economy. These pro-
grams spell out the kinds of changes that must
happen if we are to truly ensure that Black
lives matter.

Black Lives and the Green New
Deal

he Movement for Black Lives Policy Plat-
form is strikingly similar to the goals laid
out in the Green New Deal resolution submit-
ted last year by Representative Ocasio-Cor-
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tez and Senator Ed Markey. That relationship
1s made explicit in a recent statement by the
Movement for Black Lives which demanded

A Green New Deal that advances compre-
hensive structural reform toward national
climate resiliency and preparedness; ensures
public control of key industries, utilities, and
natural resources; and catalyzes people-ori-
ented public spending that transforms the na-
tional economy to one that is just, equitable,
and sustainable. (Movement for Black Lives,
“National Demands for CPVOD-19,” p. 14.
https://m4bl.org/covid-19-platform/)

The Green New Deal Resolution lists 5
goals to be accomplished through a 10-year
national mobilization:

* Achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions through a fair and just transition for
all communities and workers;

* Create millions of good, high-wage jobs
and ensure prosperity and economic secu-
rity for all;

* invest in the infrastructure and industry
to sustainably meet the challenges of the
21st century;

e secure clean air and water, climate and
community resiliency, healthy food, ac-
cess to nature, and a sustainable environ-
ment for all for generations to come; and

* promote justice and equity by stopping
current, preventing future, and repairing
historic oppression of indigenous com-
munities, communities of color, migrant
communities, deindustrialized communi-
ties, depopulated rural communities, the
poor, low-income workers, women, the
elderly the unhoused, people with disabili-
ties, and youth.” (“House Resolution Rec-
ognizing the duty of the Federal Govern-
ment to create a Green New Deal” https://
cleantechnica.com/2019/02/08/heres-the-
full-text-of-congress-green-new-deal-res-
olution-introduced-by-rep-alexandra-oca-
sio-cortez/)

The People’s Budget transfer of funds from
policing to community needs might be a start-
ing point for realizing the broader goals of the
Movement for Black Lives Policy Platform
and the Green New Deal. And the Green New
Deal may be a vehicle for building the broad
movement for structural change necessary to
truly make Black lives matter.
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